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” 220 REVEREND FATHER IN GOD 5 
LORD BISHOP.OF LONDON, 
THIS Ess 5 

IS HUMBLY "DEDICATED 

| BY HIS 
4 

MOST DEVOTED 
AND e 
Ts HUMBLE SERVANT, 


THOMAS FINCH. 
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The following work . 
having been undertaken with 
a view to prevent our youth 
being infected by the ſad con- 
tagion of principles. —diſho- 
nourable to our Conſtitution, 
and irreverent to the Supreme 
Being I beg, moſt humbly, 5 


5 E D I CAT I 5 
to dedicate it to your Lord- 


i A 


Tt have to fear, that your 4 
Lordſhip's diſcernment and 
learning will diſcover many 
errours in this performance; : 

but I have to hope from the 
known goodneſs of your Eord- 

Tip, that if the principles of 
„ be good, the defeQs in 


1 will be Bar: 


: doned. 


15 I have 
0X ” 


DE D 4 CATI 0 N. „ . 
I have the honour to 1 
ſcribe myſelf, with great re- 5 
ſped, 1 | 
7 Your Lordſhip's. in 
moſt devoted 
humble Servant, 


Tuouas F INCH. 
Great Queen Street, 


Weſtminſter, 
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8 My deference to public opinion | 
will not ſuffer. me, in offering theſe 
volumes to the world, to proclaim _ 
' their merits, but to ſubmit them 
entirely to its favour and deciſion... 
I flatter myſelf that the riſing ge- 
. men 
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xii '* ADDRESS. 

neration, for whoſe inſtruQion theſe 
- compoſitions have been intended, 

may be improved by them, and nur- 
tured in engaging manners —As 
the leaves of the ſenſitive plant 
withdraw from the touch, I hope 


they will cauſe children to ſhrink 


from vice, and to bloom with vir- 


ues as the bloſſoms of a tree Pro- 


miſing to bring good fruit. 


EARENTS, 


L am ſolicitous to have you ho—- 


noured by your children; to have 
your innumerable paternal offices 


and 


5 ADDRESS, 1 
and fond hopes rewarded in ſeeing. 
them do well. I have endeavour- | 
ed to make them ſenſible of this. 
generous aim of yours, and that it 
lays them under the higheſt obli- 
gations of duty. To promote this 
Ihopel have ſhewn vice in deformi- 
ty to be hated, as the cauſe of all: 

the miſery in the world ;4-and vir- 
tue in ſuch lovelineſs W make 
her really engaging. Filial obedi- 
ence 1 would have be the effect of 
theſe Pages, with a due regard to | 
every civil claim of ſociety, and 


that reſpett to the laws of: the- 


- 8 T 3 realm, : 
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> ADDRESS, 


realm, which being thus implanted | 


into young people, will grow in 


their generation to be the ſtate's 


_ collateral ſecurity. If my Eſſay 
fail of ſo honourable an end as 1 


any or all of theſe, I ſhall not be 
unhappy in having attempted the 


means, I ſhall only regret my ina- 


bility to perform my 1 ap 


GUARDIANS, 


For the care which devolves to 


you from. the bequeſt of a friend's 
child to your protection, 1. hope 
8 che ſentiments 1 have here 1 


80 


„ ADDRESS, | 1 


5 gated may be inſtrumental to make 
you ſome amends, in raiſing the 
orphan's gratitude, ever to make 
you grateful acknowledgement: 

That the integrity of your heart 

and the ſkilfulneſs of your manage. 

ment may by him never be forgots 


ten. 


PRECEPTORS, 


I entreat you to view my work 
wah a favourable eye, and tomake 
ſome kind allowance for the de- 
feds, as the errors of a fellow la- 


bourer. 2 hope more of them may 


Ki ADDRESS. : 
be aſcribed to my head than to _ 
8 heart. But particularly let me beg ; 
of you, as you paſs ſentence, not : 
to lay that to the charge of pre- 
ſumption which I may have ex- 
preſſed with the animation of one 
who would not be backward to aſ- 
ſiſt, agreeable to the elegant fancy _ 
of Paſchal, in this © Nurſery for the 
Next World,” that the ſcions might 
be happily tranſplanted. 


SOUTH, -- 


May your minds, which I have 
been thus employed to improve, 
— ſhew 


ADDRESS. © Xvi 
ſhew hereafter, that I have not la- 
boured in vain. I have ſtudied to 


blend pleaſure with inſtruction, 


and to ſelect intereſting matter for 
your attention. It has not been 
my attempt to dwell upon your 
youthful folhes, of which you muſt 
yourſelves be ſenſible every time 
you commit them, and to avoid 


which, every exhortation given 
you ſhould be reſpectfully obeyed 
and treaſured up in your memory, 
that they may ſerve to check you 
from committing the like again. 
My aim has been to acquaint you 
Toy 9 


viii 0 „„ n= 
| of the beauty of holineſs that you 
may enter her courts with praiſe, 
for in the knowledge and love of 
God, are true wiſdom and plea- 
| ſure. Religion will becalm us in 
the moſt boiſterous ſtorms of life: 
will relieve us under ſickneſs and a 
the greateſt trouble; be much ad- 
dition of happineſs to us in health 
and proſperity; will deliver us from 
the fear of death; will comfort us 
as it approaches near with the 
hope of a glorious immortality. 
But to ſuch enjoyment, none 


except the religious can attain. 
The 


ADDRESS, ix 


The prayers will explain to your 
comprehenſion the divine myſte- 
ries of Chriſtianity, that your hearts | 
as you lift them up to your hea- 
venly Father, may be exalted by 

the wonders of your Saviour's love. 
The lectures are intended to ex- 
cite your goodneſs by precept, 
example and reflection. Ihe vices 


of human nature are pointed out, 
and the virtues by which they _ 
be rectiſied. 
Theſe lectures would exhibit to 
your mind the purity of che Son 


of. God, whoſe examp Me we are 
com. 


XX ADDRESS. 
| commanded to imitate. They. 
contain extracts from the Holy 
Scriptures that will induce you to 
read them, by ſhewing you the 
ſublimity that runs through theſe 
| Tacred writings, and the revealed: 
| proofs of the New Teftament, that 
confirm the predictions in the Old 
—the early prophecies of our Sa- 
viour's miſſion to man in the fleſh, 
in Our Own form and nature, of 
his lowly birth,  ſorrowful life, 
painful death, reſurrection from the 


tomb, and his aſcenſion to inter- 
cede for us, as our Mediator, with 
his 


'ABDKLFS; ' - | NE 


his Father in heaven. From the 


fountain of righteouſneſs that runs 
tbrough the four goſpels and the 
= epiſtles, your corrupt imaginations, 
as you read, will be greatly. pu- 
rified. : 1 

The dialogues are a vie y of the 
ereation, each day of which is ſepa- _ 
rately taken, and, through the whole 
fix days, applicable quotations are 
given: from the holy: ſcriptures, the 
works of celebrated philoſophers, 
and poets. You here are led to- 
attentive conſideration may gain 
ſome knowledge of yourſelves and 
5 of 


ADDRESS, 


xxii 
of the world, of he beauties of 
nature and the ingenuity of art. 
Thus you are inſtructed to im- 
prove your minds by ſcience, but 
to deſpiſe the folly of vanity, and 
every ignoble ſentiment; to che- 
riſh a due ſenſe of liberality for 
the encouragement of uſeful in- 
vention, and a ſtrict reverence for 
every man of virtue and learn- 

That you may pay due reve- 
rence to Him, by whom, and for 
whoſe glory, all things are, and 
were created, I have given you an 
account 


ADDRESS. >" RR 
account of different religions, to 
attach you to Chriſhanity—the re- 
ligion of the Son of God, N 


Chriſt, our Lord. 
I have endeavoured, in this way, 
to aſſiſt you to conduct yourſelves 


in a manner becoming the image 


of the great Creator, and conſiſtent 
with your immortal natures. 


May you hereby eſcape the ſad 
pollutions of this wicked world, 


and, hereafter, enjoy in heaven, 


with the holy angels, unſpeakable 


pleaſures tor an endleſs and glo- 


rious eternity. 
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OD ITE NG ; 


N A M 8 


OF THE 


SUBSCRIBERS. 


A. 


ATwoo, the Rev. T. A. Surrogate and 


Curate of St. Margaret's, Weſtminſter, 
| Aſhdown Miſs, Bridge's-ſtreet, ditto. . 
Allen Mrs. Ladies Boarding Eres Queen's 3 
Row, Pimlico. 
Armiger Mr. Thomas, Surgeon, nen 
Church Vard. 


„ 5 Aiken, 


4 | 


i | J 7 

„ 

1 ii SUBSCRIRERS NAMES. 

1k 1 Aiken Mr, Walbro' Houſe Academy, Lower 
$07 7 | 1 | 
'F i | 6 Mall, Hammerſmith, | | | gps” an 
. . 

2 ih 


| Booker, the Rev. D Potter: Dudley, Worceſter 
7 re, 2 ſets; 5 
Bathie, the Rev. George, Walbro” Houſe 
1 Lower Mall, Hammerſmith. 
Bloxam —— „Eſq. M. P. Borough. 5 
Barwell Ofbbene, Eſq. . Weſt. 
minſter, 2 ſets, 
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Barrow Mr. Rich. Surgeon, Sretton Gramm; 
Weſtminſter, 2 ſets. , 


s 4 * 


| Burge Mr. Duke: ſtreet, Smithfield, 6 ſers, 


Brown Mrs. Leiceſter-ſquare. - +» 
Bacon Mrs. Maſham- ſtreet, Weſtminſter, 
Blackwell Miſs, Dartmouth-ſtreet, ditto. 


Badger Captain, T York-ſtreet, ditto. 


A. 8 lately o ned from . of = 
Petty France, at a meeting of its loyal inhabitants 
for that purpoſe. 

Du. 


SUBSCRIBERS NAMES, — iii 

Burton Miſs, Grafton-ſtreet, Soho. 
Bacon W. B. Eſq. Alderſgate-ſtreet. 
Britten Mrs. Cannon: ſtreet. 
3 Brown Mr. Strand, 2 ſets. EL, 
Bryan Mr. ON Place, 

Lambeth. e ine 
Barton Mr. B. G Staffordſhire. 
Barnes Miſs: Eliza, Colcheſter. 
Bunce Mr. Great Ruſſell-ſtreet, Cee 

Garden. 
Burnell Mr. Robert, Picadilly. 
Burnell Mr. Benjamin, ditto;- #4 #66 
Bland Mr. Thomas, e VO Lis 


beth, 4 ſets. 4 Nit £ 
Blaſhfield Mr. Charles, Score! $ Yard, Cannon- 2 
ſtreet, 4 ſets. 2 | 


Beard Mr. Standiſh, Glouceſterſhire... 

Butt Mr, New- ſtreet, Covent Garden. 
Barber. Mr. St. Martin's Lane 
Bloxam Mr. ee Black Fkiats. bd 


„ Canning 
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Canning, the Rev. Thomas, Vicar of Elſenhaw, 1 
Effex. | N i 
Cartwright, the "Ru, — Dudley, ow 
13 exvterlbire. - 
Cuthbert Alexander, Eſq. danse 
Cavendiſh-ſquare. 
Caulfield Mrs. Dartmouth- bd, Weſtminſter, 
Chamberlain Mr. a pm Clerken- 
well, | 
Criſtal! Mr. Black Friar Road. 
Coles Mr. Bennet-ſtreet, Weſtminſter, 
Charleſworth Mr. High Holborn. 
Child Miſs, Datchet, Bucks. 
Child Maſter, ditto, EO 
Chapman Mrs, Queen-ftreet, Weſtminſter, 
 Cowcher Miſs Ann, Cannon-ſtreet. 
Cowcher Mr. Richard, Glouceſter. 
Corbyn Thomas, Eſq. TR Row, 


Liſſon Green. 
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SUBSCRIBERS NAMES. 


| Deakin, the Rev. Toleph, Vicar of raab das 
Warwickſhire. | 
Deakin Mr. Phillips, Wolverhampton, 2 ſets. | 
Dixon, Mr. Duke-ſtreet, Adelphi, es 
Dorington John, Ela. Mill Bank Row, 
Weſtminſter. | 

Dixon, Mrs. Queen-ſtreet,, Weſtminſter, 
Dower Robert,. Eſq. Highgate... „„ 
Devis ——, Eſq, Higbgate. 
Dawes Charles, Eſq. Newman- ſtreet, - 
Dennis Mr. Union-ſtreet, Hackney! Road, 
"Dawn Mr. Thomas, Dean-ftreet, Soho, 5 
Dring Thomas, Eſq. Treaſury. a 


E. „ 3 

Ellis, the Rev. W. North-ſtreet, Weſtminſter. 

Engliſh Mrs. Ladies Boarding. School, Now 
End, Hampſtead. : 

_ Eives Mrs. Darking. 


Emery Mr. Cornhill. 25 
„ Fenning 
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- F enning Mrs. Ladies Boarding N 

18 Clapham. 5 

Fauntleroy William, Eſq. Berner-Nreet * 

Foreſt Mrs. Windſor. 1 | 

Farn Mr. Oxford-ſtreet. 

Finch Mr. Edward, dee near Bre 
min gam. 

Fellows Miſs Sophia, alder gte het. 

Fellows Maſter Thomas, ditto, N 

F arren Mr. Leadenhall- ſtreet. | 

Finch Mr. John, Cannon- ſtreet, 4 — 8 : 

Francis Mr. R. Iſlington. 

Francis Mr. R. Jun. ditto. 

Finch Mr. William, Howland- ſtreet. 

Finch Mrs. - Kitty, z 


> 


Gaſkin, the Rev. Deca, Iaingtos. 


Giſborne Mrs, Camberwell. 
Green 


sußsckiERS NAMES. + 
Green V. es Newman-ſtree, 2 ſets, | 
Giſborne Mr. John, is 
Gel! Anthony, Eq · Little Cloiſters, Welt. 
minſter Abe, 5 
Gunning Mr, ge: College dees, Weſt. | 5 
minſter. CF 
Gregory Mr. Highgate: : | 
Gaitſkill Mr. Apothecary, Rotherhithe. | 
Gardner Mr. St, Swithin's Lane. ASH OFT © 
Gerard Mr. Picadilly, = = 
f Graham Mr. 1 P. Prince” s Court, Weſtminſter, 
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: Howard, YE Right Honourable Lady, New » 
8 n 


Burlington-ſtreet. | 
Hayter, the Rev.G. Rector of Compton Baſſet, 
Hayward Miſs Jane, Walton upon Thames. 

Hope Mr. Great Queen-ftreet, Weſtminſtel. 
Higgiäs Mr, William, Abingdon-Rreer, ditto. 
Holi: Mr. Tong Role, FIAT Ou 
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viii : SUBSCRIBERS NAMES, 


Holden Mr. William Roſe, been Het. | 
Weſtminſter. N | 
Hancock Mr, Pimlico. 


Hopping Mr. Borough. . 


Harvey Mrs. Cary-ftreet. 


Humphreys Mrs. Steven“ ſtreet, Oxford Road, 
Hardwick Miſs, ditto. 


Holyoak F. Jun. Eſq. Teuenbal, Stafford. 
ſhire, | 


| Hewſon Mr. Surgeon, James-ſtree, Covent 


* Garden, 
Hart Mr. King-ſtreet, Covent Garden, 


Hunter Mrs. Great Tichfield-ftreet. 
Hamilton Mr. William, ditto. 


Hepburn Mr. Queen-ſtreet, Weſtminſter. 


| Humphreys Mr. Colcheſter, 
Harris Mrs. Windſor Caſtle. 
. Hanſon Mr. Lawrence Poultney Lane. 


Hilton Mr. Prince' s-ſtreet, Weſtminſter, 
Hodgſon Mr, Chandos. ſtreet, Covent Garden. 


Hand Mr. John, 888 Newport: _ Soho. 
Jefferys 


oor: 
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2 3 * 
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Jefferys Mr. Matthew, Kidderminſter. bk 
Jefferys Mr. Thomas, Cockſpur-ſtreet. 
Jefferys Mr, Nathaniel, Dover-ſtreet, 

_ Jefterys Mrs., ditto”; © ee nh 2 > 
Jefferys Mr. George, Strand. 8 


3 . 
Knowlys William Cooke, Eſq. Temple. 
Knowlys Mr. John, Mincing Lane. 
K nowlys Mr. Newman, ditto ; Bn 
Knight Mr. Apothecary, Pimlico. ö ; . 
Ketland Mr, Abchurch Lane, 2 ſets. 


L. 

Lewes Sir Warkin, M, P. Parliament-freet, 
Liveſay Mrs. Windſor, 

Leon Doctor De, Bethnal! Green. 

Long Mr. Surgeon, St. Martin's Lane. 

Longlands 
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, SUBSCRIBERS NAMES. 
E glind: 1 Sn Ty Egg. Great Queen-Areet 
Weſtminſter. | 


Leyburn Mr. Houndſditch. | gl 
Lawrence Mr, James, Cannock, Staffordſhire, 
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| | Mac Donogh Thomas, Etq. Englith Conful 
4 5 „„ | N l 
i Mac Donogh Mrs. 


Mayer Thomas, Eſq. Queen-ſquare, Welt 
minſter. e 
Mayer Mrs. ditto. 
Moleſworth Mrs. Union- freer; Gs; 
Mackworth Miſs, Upper Harley-ſtreet. 
Minton Miſs, Tothill Fields; 2 ſets, 
Moore Mr. Alexander, Oxford-ſtreet. 
Marſhall Mr. Queen-ftreet, Cheapfſide, 2 ſets. 
Mac Whinnie Mr, Alexander, pchoolmafiers 
| Elſenham, Eſſex. 
Mac Whinnie Mr. John, City of st. John- 5 
New e - 
Mae 
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Mac Winnie Mr. James, Mary 1 le > Bone- 


ſfeet, 1 
Mac Whinnie Mr. Jobn, Sn | 
Minnitt Mr. Dartmouth-ſtreet, Weltminſter, 


Mequignon Mr. ditto. 

Medley Mr. New Peter-ſtreet, wil 
Mills Mr. Geroge, Old Swan iis ING. | 
| fret, 2 lets. ee 


N. 


Nankivel Doctor, Cannd e 
Norton Mr. Richard, John-ſtreet, Portland 


Place, 2 ſets. 
Norris Mr, Old Jewry. 
Nicholas Mr. A pothecary, Oxford-ftreet, 5 


1 ig 


Oates Mr. Edward, Lawrence Poultney Lane, | 
2 ſets. 


Parker, 
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Kt. SUBSCRIBERS NAMES. _ 


| P. | 
Parker, me Rev. Dogo, Refor off Sine 
James's, 

Parker Mrs. 340 29 . 
5 Peters, the Rev. samuel, Fa Row, 
Pimlico. „ 
Pallmer Hampſon W 60 Eſq. Queen's 
| ſquare, Weſtminſter. 1 85 
Pallmer Mrs. ditto. „ 


| Palmer Mr. Graftan-ftreet, 8 . 
Palmer Mrs. ditto, ditto, _ 
Platt Mr. Cannon- ſireet. 5 3 


0. Price Mr. Richard, Warwick. fret, Golden. 


ſquare. 
Polworth Mr. Pimlico, 3 ſets. 

Plaiſted Mr. Maſham-ſtreet, Weſtminſter... 
2 Pierce Mrs. York- ſtieet, ditto. | | 
Phipps Mr. ditto, . ditto, 
Pepper Mr. Tothill- ſtreet, ditto. 
Pratchet Mr. High- ſtreet, Birmingham... 


Potts, 


| SUBSCRIBERS. NAMES, xiii 


Potts Mr. Surgeon, Pall Mall. 
| Potts Maſter, ditto. 

Pitt Mr, Printer, Glouceſter. 

Price Mr. William, ditto. © 


— - ad — 


R. | | 
Richardſon Lady, Great Quer len Woke 
minſter. . 1 
Richardſon Miſs, ditto. 1 = : 
Richardſon Miſs Harriot, ditto. N . 
Richards Thomas, Eſq. Parliament. ſtreet. 
Ramſbottom R. Eiq. Alderſgate - ſtreet. | 2 
Ramſbottom J. Eſq. ditto. 2» 
Reid Captain James, of the Royal Navy, , 
Upper Groſvenor-ſtreet. 
Roack Mr, Pall Mall, + 
| Richardſon Mrs, Chapel-ſtreet, Weſtminſter, he 
Ricci Mr, Windmill-ſtreet, Profeſſor of Latin 
and Italian. 


. Read Mr. Pall Mall. 


Smith, | 


— r. 
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SUBSCRIBERS NAMES, 


5 8. 

Smith, the Rev. H. D. D. "Ra of the 
Temple. 

Shaw, the Rev. T. Jun. denn: 

2 Sanderſon Doctor, Alderſgate-ſtreet. 

Sadler Mrs. Syddenham, 


| Sparling John, Eſq. Liverpool. 


Smart Mr. Wolverhampton. f 
Sutherland Mr. Apothecary, Great Queen- | 

ſtreet, Weſtminſter, | „ 
Sanders Mr. Dartmouth- ſtreet, ditto, 
Spratley Mr. Tothill- „ 
Smith Mr. John, Warwick ; 
Richardſon Mrs. Chapel- ſtreet. 5 
Stephens Mr. Apotheciry, Bridge-ſtreet, . 
Weſtminſter, 


Ee T. „ 
18 relawny Lady, Queen-ſquare, Weſtminſter. : 
Thynne Doctor, Conduit-ſtreet, Hanover- 
ſquare, 
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: Thompſon | 


SUBSCRIBERS NAMES. | * 


Thompſon Mrs. Brumpton Row. 

Twigg Mr. Jof. Ivy Lane. 

| Taylor Mrs. Wolverhampton. | 5 
Thomas Mr. John, Knightſbridge. „ 


Thiſtletwhaite James, men Turnwheel 
Laine, 


Whitfield Mrs. Bear- ſtreet, Leiceſter- ſquare. 
W White Mr. Story's Gate, Weſtminſter, 2 ſets. 
Williams John, Eſq. e Weſt- : 
minſter, | : 
| Whittam Mr. William, Carline. ſtreet, Soho, 
Wallis Mr, George, Whitechapel._ 3 
White Mr. George, Broad Way, Weſtminſter, 
Woodd Mr. George, Smith-ſtreet, ditto. 
Weſcombe Mrs. Will. Stockwell, To, 
Whitaker Mr, Peckham. , ; 3 # 
Waſhbourn Mr, Wiles Druggift, Glou- 


ceſter, 
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e | 
| Page 58 read his balſam for, &c. not as quotation, | 
85 opium, opiate... 

02 —— endow, erndows, 
113 — unſettled, unadjuſted... 
129 — that gave them, gave them i in his 
1 goodneſs. 
Pod 2 — Thomſon's Seaſon, Seaſoncs 


| Vol. II. 
Page 46 read alcora alcorar. 
64 - how ever, however, 
8 
96 — Pa break, as connefive, | 
119 —— globe, glebe. 
127 —— comet, planet. 
134 — illuſtrious, induſtrious. 
Do, —— Hart, Hewit, 
157 — fins (of fiſhes) firs. 
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EARLY WISDOM. 


Prayer of CoRNELIUS. 


Almighty God, merciful Father, 
= who out of the mouths of babes 
and ſucklings haft ordained ftrength, 


and made infants to glorify thee by their | 
| deaths; ſuffer that this effort of thy 
ſervant may be agreeable to the capaci- 
ties of youth, and aſſiſt the 1 n of 

their lives. 
Permit this, 0 Lord, for the ſake of 
thy dear Son's warning to us, he who 
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'2 EARLY WISDOM. 
never neglected children himſelf, and 
commanded, “Take heed that ge de- 


ſpiſe not one of theſe. little ones.” 


*Grant this, O God, Tor Jeſus Chriſt's 


ſake, Amen. 


Pr ay er 


EARLY WISDOM. 3 


Prayer on the Nat vi Ty, 


CHRISTMAS Dar. 


1 O. Tather, in 3 wi my Ppray- 
er: As the holy babe Jeſus was as 
on | this day born in a manger, let me 
not be proud, but humble and meek ; 
—very thankful for the leaſt thing [ 
rcceive from my parents, and contented, 
however lowly my condition in the 
world be. | . e 
Let our Saviour's painful nit and the 
mournful—cruel death he died upon the 
croſs for the ſins of the world, move me 
to virtue, Merciful Father, guide me 
EE. throuhg 


ly 


e, that Þ may become 


lent 


an inheriter of the kingdom of heaven. 
Grant this, O God, for the ſake of Jeſus 


fe, make me live obed 
Chriſt. Amen. 


= 


1 


EARLY. WISDOM. 


= 


through I 
as a child of thin 


FW 


* 


| 
g 
4 
; 
: 
1 

Ei 
t 


PPP. · 5 ˙ A LR YE Sor TS rr tg nes 0) 


— 9 
- * n — 


PPP 
- " : . " 


——————— 


P r * — = 5 % 4 — a hy — -- — — tre th - 4 
8 ——̃̃ — : 
3 —— * r ar 
= 25 U = RJ 2 8 Be 
- - * J - R 


— Ian: N 
3 — ——— 40 2 4; 
g A 


"EV: 


Prayer for Passow WIE; 
OR, 
"ml he Week of Crucifixion. 


* 


Beſeech thee, Almighty God, and 
1 , heavenly Father, that may ever 


bear in my mind the ſevere agonies thy 
dear Son Jeſus Chriſt endured before 
his crucifixion; particularly his agony © 
in the garden: the many indignities he 
ſuffered from vile men. How in the 
W houſe of Simon the leper, in Bethany, 
8 ſome grudgingly, and with indignation, 
did murmur at the good woman, who 
having an alabaſter box of ointment of 
ſpikenard, very precious, brake the box 
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£c EARLY. WIS DOM. 


and poured it on his head. How Ju- 


* betrayed him, which the bleſſed 


Jeſus foretold to his diſciples at the laſt 


ſupper, when one faid, is it I? and ano- 
ther, is it I? and Jeſus anſwering ſaid, 
« Tt is one of the twelve that dippeth 


his hand with me in the diſh.” How 


Judas repented and hung himſelf. How 
the whole of his diſciples deſerted him 


—they all forſook him and fled. How 
Peter afterward denied him in the 
Judgment Hall thrice, and the cock 
crew, How ſome began to ſpit on 
him, and to cover his face, and to buffet 
him, and to ſay to him, propheſy; and 
| how the ſervants did ſtrike him with the 
palms of their hands, How he bore: 
his 


© EARLY wisbom: of. 
his own croſs to Golgotha, the place of a 
ſkull, where he was crucified. = | 
0 Lord, let me ever remember theſe 
his afflictions in the fleſh, ſenſible of 
torture as ourſelves, and enable me to 
peruſe them to my inſtruction, as he 
thus deſires, « Learn of me, for 1 am 
meek and lowly in heart.” May his. 
prayer for his enemies, as he was expir- 
ing, Father, forgive them, for they 
know not what they do, 2 prevent my re- 
turning malice and revenge for received 
injuries. May they make me patient 
under all tne evils of life, and prepared: 
Z to die for Jeſus Chriſt 8 lake. Amen. 


Prayers 


Prayer on Good FRIèDAr, 


/ : 4 


_ Day of fol rom 


O Almighty God, thy. dear 805 was 
as on this day led like a lamb to 

the ſlaughter, yet he opened not his: 
mouth. When he was reviled upon 
the croſs by impudent ſcoffers, he re- 
viled not again, but committed himſelf 


to him that judgeth righteouſly, with 
this reſignation to thee his Father, «4 
Lord, not my will but thine be done.” 
—* Into thy hands F commend my 
929 and yielded UP the ghoſt,” 


ns . 


EARLY. WISDOM. ” 


Every time I commit a bad action | 
J again crucify thy Son our Saviour. : RY 
All the grievous ſufferings. that, in paſ- 2 
fing through this world, he underwent 
were to ſave us from ſin and ruin. 
May . O Almighty, live a life of god. 
lineſs here, and enjoy with him hereaf- 
ter the glory of thy recompence with 
thee in heaven and all the bleſſed ſaints 
made perfect. Lead me, O Lord, in: 
the ways of virtue, for thy: crucified? 
only Son's ſake, Jeſus Chriſt, - Amen. 


Prayer 


* 


w EARLY WISDOM. 


Prayer. for Eas TE R DAT; 
ox, 
On the Reſurrectian of CHRIST. 


' OST gracious God, I adore thy 
; divine majeſty for the reſurrection 
of Jeſus Chriſt from the tomb. It aſ- 
ſures me that I ſhall live again after that 
J am dead and buried in the grave: 
But, O Lord, as I would not appear 
before thee to receive the dreadful ſen-- 
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tence to be pronounced u pon the wick 
ed, keep me in innocency, and make 
me take heed unto that which is right. 
Let me not be proud and. ill-natured,. 

: 3 „„ 
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| EARLY WISDOM. 72 


but humble and amiable. Teach me 
in my youth, O God, to ſeek my peace 
on earth, and thy reward in heaven to 
imitate the virtues of Jeſus Chriſt for- 

his ſake and my ſalvation. Amen. 


EARLY WISDOM. 


Prayer on ASCENSION DAY. 


God, the King of Glory, orant, 1 
pray thee, that like as thy Son our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt was received by thee 
in a cloud out of- the fight of the apoſ- | 


tles, and aſcended into heaven, ſo lift 


when I die I may dwell with him my 


Saviour, who liveth and reigneth with 
thee and the Holy Ghoſt one God world 
without end. Amen. 


Prayer on WHITSUNDAY. | 


God, from whom all good things 

do come, and who, as at this 
time, didſt fend thy Holy Ghoſt the 
Comforter unto the apoſtles, when their 
hearts were full of forrow on account | 
of thy dear Son Jeſus Chriſt being gone | 
away. Grant me by the ſame Spirit ; 
thy holy comfort, and to have a right 
judgment in all things, through the 
merits of Chriſt Jeſus our Saviour. 


Amen. 
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„ EARLY WISDOM. 


Prayer e SUNDAY. 


LMIGHTY and everlaſting God 
' '—glorious in trinity and unity— | 
keep me ſtedfaſt in the faith. of all thy 
holy myſteries. Let no ill interpreta- 


tions of thy ſacred word ſtagger my 


belief, nor induce me to dive into 
things which thou haſt laid in deeper 


obſcurity than thou haſt given human 


comprehenſion to fathom, _ 


O holy, bleſſed, and glorious trinity, 
three perſons and one God! Make the 
Atheiſt who would deny thy exiſtence, 
and the Deiſt who would diſpute thy | 


bleſſed trinity thy being Father, Son, 


and Holy Ghoſt, in glory equal, in 


Wy cocternal be converted from 


their 


EARLY WISDOM. 1 

their errour, and no more be pre- 
ſumptuous. Keep me ever in this. 
 faith—that thou, Almighty Father, art 
uncreate; that thy Son is uncreate, and 
equal to thee, as touching his Godhead, 
but inferior to thee, as touching his 
manhoed.; that the Holy Ghoſt is un- 
create, and equal with thee and thy Son 
in his Godhead, but inferior as proceed- 
ing from thee and thy Son, and deſcend- 
ing to be our Comforter.— Grant me, 
0 God, by his Spirit to have a right 
judgment in all things, and evermore 
to rejoice in his holy comfort, through 
the merits of Chriſt Jeſus, our Saviour, 
who liveth and reigneth with thee in 
the unity of the ſame Spirit, one God, 
world without end. Amen. 5 
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Prayer for SunDay MoRNING, | 


God, the Maker of heaven and 

earth, Lord of the ſabbath, ,who 
didſt reſt on the ſeventh day from all 
thy labour, ſanctify my heart to remem- 
ber it and keep it holy. Devote my g 
mind this day to religious worſhip, and 
the ſtudy of thy ſacred laws. Make 


the knowledge of thy will my great 


delight, and obedience to thy commands 


my purſuit. As it is becoming at all 


times to avoid evil company, —ſo make 
me careful not to profane thy ſabbath, 


Prevent in me at church every impro- 


per thought, and give me underſtanding 
| 1 


FARLY WISDOM! . 
to know all thy holy ordinanzes and 
deſires. Permit this, O Lord, that 1 
may enjoy the glorious and everlaſting f 
bhappineſs which thou haſt prepared for 
them who do not forſake thy law, * 5 
ſor the honour of Ji Cheſt our 
Lord, e 
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Prayer for Sunpay EveninG. 


Holy and moſt merciful God, I 
thank thee that I am of the church 
of Jeſus Chriſt —for the many encou- 
ragements not to ſtray. from his flock, 


but to follow the Shepherd of Righte- 


ouſneſs, thy Son our Lord. 

May the holy ordinances which | 
have this day attended in thy houſe of 
public worſhip, remind me of thy 
bleſſed communion of angels ſinging 
their hymns of praiſe, and their feraphic 
hallelujahs at thy glorious throne. 

Diſpoſe me to remember through the 


_— week the happy eſtabliſhment 
of 


— 


EARLY WIS DON. ug 


of this day, and the precepts I have 
heard delivered from the pulpit. And 
as thou didſt bleſs and ſanctify it, reſt- 
ing thereon from thy creation of the 


world, ſo let meever regard it in hoi 


neſs and righteouſneſs, for the ſake of 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


C 2 General 


Parte bs, 
5 


2% EARLY wisDos. 


General M ox PRAYER. 


108T glorious Lord God, who art 
praiſed by the fun by day, and by 
the moon and ſtars by night, incline me 
ever to adore thy divine majeſty. 
Enable me to behave this day agree- 
able to thy commandments. Give me 


\ 


a diſpoſition to acknowledge every fa- 
vour I receive, and make me truly ſen- 
ſible that we can have no | good thing 
| Vitheut thee. 
Grant that 1 may gain the h 
of my parents by my duty; that I may 
obey them i in all things, and not cauſe 
thoſe 


— 


thoſe appointed to take care of me un- 
neceſſary trouble. | | 
Make me bing to all, more e 
cially to thoſe who favour me with any.” 
Ty kind attention; and as we are born 
5 helpleſs, and muft periſh without ten- 
der care, untutored, and muſt remain in 
native ignorance, without education, 
ſhew me to treat my protectors with 
| gratitude, and my tutors with reſpect-· 
ful attention. Increaſe my love of ſtu- | 
dy, and teach me, O Lord, to obey thy 
will in all things, after the example, 
and for the fake of Jeſus Chriſt; Amen. 
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OST _ gracious. Lord God, who : 
ordereſt night to ſucceed the day 


for our reſt and comfort, defend me 
from fear of darkneſs and alarm. 


Unleſs I am wicked I need fear aa 


> evil, for thou art with me. 


Forgive me every fin I have this dang | 
committed, both of diſobedience to my 


parents, and every manner of offence, 
and renew a right ſpirit within me. 


| Prevent me, O Lord, uncomfortable : 
dreams, and compoſe me with the re- 

freſhing up of 1 innocence, that I may 

ariſe 


EARLY WIS POM. 23 
ariſe in the morning in health, cheerfil 
and happy. 

But, as we are born W db. ifi it be thy 
ie pleaſure that this night ſhall be 
the period of my earthly exiſtence, ac- 
cording to the uncertainty of nature, 
receive me to thy heavenly kingdom, 
for Jeſus Chriſt's ſake. Amen. - , 
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"TY thou . Majeſty * 

heaven, King. of Kings, and Lord 
of Lords, the only Ruler of Princes; | 
who, in thy paternal affection, and well 
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underſtanding the rude defires of man- | 

kind, haſt appointed the ſupremacy of 

King to FO happy order from the 
n | i Karlie 


| \ ' < 
5 1 pl, — > 9 ” 
r = . ki!!! «§:—,:s . . = API Ty, yn 


rearlieſt ages, bleſs our gracious Sove- 
reign Lord King George. Endue him 
plenteouſly with heavenly gifts, diſpoſe. 
his people always to comfort him with ö 
their honour, their obedience, and their 
lode. The glory of his people is his 


W ſtudy, and their happpineſs his great 
W anxiety. Thou mighty God, without 
whoſe help all the purpoſes of man are 
vain,” protect us from diſunion and ty- 
ranny. Give the ſpirit of wiſdom and 


i; concord to his Majeſty's Privy Council 


and Parliament, for the advancement 
of thy glory, the good of thy church, 
the ſafety, honour, and welfare of our 


Sovereign and his kingdoms. Diffuſe 


through all orders of the people one 


mind and ſpirit to be governed by the 
an 


— 


26> EARLY WISDOM. 
laws, that we may eſcape that ruinous 
ſedition now overwhelming a neigh- 
bouring nation. Bleſs our gracious 
Queen Charlotte, his Royal Highneſs 
. | George, Prince of Wales, and all the 
' Royal Family, and bring them to thirfe 
everlaſting kingdom, through Joins 
Chriſt our Lord, Amen. 


Prayer | 


EARLY WISDOM. 27: 


Praer in Stn. 


Almighty Father, if it may pleaſe 


— thee, take away my illneſs, and 
make me well. As the ſiſters of Laza-. 
rus ſpake unto Jeſus, ” Lord, he whom 1 
thou loveſt is ſick,” ſo I cry unto thee. 
O Lord, from whom are the iſſues of life 
and death, hear my prayer,—If this 5 
complaint ſhall carry me to the grave, 
receive me to thy kingdom in heaven. 
But if it be thy inſtruction, in theſe my 
carly days, to inform me that this is a 
precarious life, a ſtate of trial io my 
virtue, the monitor to my duty here, 
make me thy obedient ſervant to my 
life's end. Amen. 


T ban 


ed ving 


ON 


Recovery FROM Srexness I 


FERCIFUL Father, I will ever 
praiſe thee for thy loving kind 
neſs to me in this return of my health. 
My whole heart will adore thee ſo long 
aas I live, that I may be one of "thy g's 
angels in heaven. | 
Extend thy bleſſing to my parents ; 
For all the watching and uncaſineſs 
they have had in my ſickneſs. Let 
me never grieve them by ill behaviour 
any more, but make my honour and 
duty to them turn their ſorrow into joy. | 
Grant this, O Lord, for the ſake of Je- 


ſus C hriſt. Amen. 
7 bank/- 


1 


Thankſgiving 
on. OY 
14 Hes Dar.. 15 


LMIGHTY Father, as by thy per. 
| miſſion, only, we live from one 
year to another, nay, from one minute 
to another, receive my thanks for 
my exiſtence. This is my birth 
day of a year older. Teach me, as I 
grow this year, to grow in thy love, 5 
and in the kind affection of my . 


rents. 
Make me . of . happi- 
neſs, by keeping thy commandments 
always. To obey thee is better than 
gold and filver, May the New Teſta- 
ment, it being the book of thy will, 
> and 
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L MIGHTY God, als haſt this 
day permitted my father to begin 
another year, beſtow upon him thy 
bleſſing. As he increaſes in age, bring 


him nearer to everlaſting happineſs. 


If, in thy heavenly gift of wiſdom, I 
may be allowed to diſcover in him any 
failing, let me perceive it with modeſty 


and ſorrow, remembering, as a child, 


how much I add to his care. As my 
father, teach me to inherit all his vir- 
tues, and honourably to purſue, as his 
child, the conduct of every good exam- 


ple 
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God, for the ſake of 
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our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Amen, ; 


this, O Alm 
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Ox Tas BIRTH Day or A MoTHER.: | 


C God; the Creator and Preſerver of 


all mankind, protect my dear mo- 
ther. As I was the offspring of much 
ſuffering and danger to her, enable me 
10 afford her comfort. Suffer not this 
day of her birth ro increaſe her trouble; 
ſupply me with filial love, that I may 
pleaſe and delight her by my attenti- 
ons. Many have been her watchings 
and alarms over me; empower me, her 
child, to ſuccour- her under every infir- 
mity in return. As the cares of a family 
preſs heavily upon a mother, let not the 
affairs of my father increafe her anxietʒ 
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EJACULATIONS 
Ar Nour, 


ON LYING DOWN TO REST. 


: * Will lay me dowa in peace, and rake 
my reſt, ſor it is thou Lord, only, 
That makeſt me to dwell in ſafety.— O 
ord, into thy hands + command By 


ſpirit. 


On n in the Oy 


Y ſoul, ariſe Hor ſleep, and give 


praiſe to thy Creator and Re- 
ſeemer. 


„ If 


36 EARLY WIS DOM. 


If awake, or uneaſy at Midnight. | 

HY art thou fo vexed, O my ſoul 

and why art thou ſo diſquieted ; 

' within me? O God, who art ever mor 
ready to hear, than we to pray, and üg 
| regardeſt our petitions, even at midnight 
quiet my reſtleſsneſs, and compoſe e 
to refreſhing ſleep. 


— 2 
e — — 
* . n —— _ = 
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Grace before Meat. 


— 


Land, who didſt prepare food in the 


| wilderneſs for thy ſervants, make. | 

us truly thankful for this proviſion, and 

in thy goodneſs ſupply the neceſſities of | 

all thy creatures, for Jeſus Chriſt's 
| fake, Amen, 


Grace after Meat. 


Lord, receive our thanks for this re- 


| freſhment. Cauſe it to nouriſh and 
ſtrengthen us to thy ſervice, for the ſake. 
| of Jeſus Chriſt, Amen. = _ 5 
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my ſoul, 


N 


On entering the Chur b. 


"HIS i 1s God's houſe, i in which it plas 
ſeth him to dwell —The Lord our 
God is holy.—Praiſe the Tort O my 


ſoul, and all that i is within me,  praile his 
Holy Name. 


Wien inthe Pew. 
Lord, prevent the wandering of my 
choughts, and exalt my heart unto 


thee. Strengthen my infirmities with 


thy Holy Spirit. Make me ſerious, and 
devout in thy worſhip, to the benefit of 
and for the fake of W 
Chriſt. Amen, 

After 
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\ Gracious God, I thank thee for this: 
opportunity to attend thee in thy 

holy temple. Pardon all the negli. 
gences I have now committed, and ac- 
| cept my weak ſervices.. Enable me to 
obey thy commands to my everlaſting. 
happineſs, for the ſake of Nur Chriſt. 
Amen. „ 
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FIRST. LECTURE © 


On Gratitude and Praiſe to God. 


you will find, my young 1 in 
your journeying through the world, 

that nothing is more deteſted among 
men than ingratitude to each other; I 
cannot, indeed, think any vice more 
deſerves puniſhment, than to be negli 
gent 
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44 E ARL V WISDOM. 


gent of or thankleſs for whatever fa- 5 
vours we receive. But the human 
heart i is ſo ſuſceptible of pleaſure, from 


the acknowledgement of a kindneſs be- 
ſtowed, that it is, naturally, ſurprizing 
how ingratitude can prevail. 


Men expect thanks, at leaſt, for every 


obligation they confer, and, as to make 


ſuch an acknowledgement is in every 
perſon' s power, ſo he who is not ſo diſ- 
poſed, is looked on as an unworthy 

character. But he is juſtly named with 

reproach, who forgetting that © one good 
e turn deſerves another”, can fee an ac. 
quaintance ſtand in need of a kind of- 


 fice, which it may be in his power to 
do him, and by whom, perhaps, he 


may formerly have been ſerved, 


32 K 


It 


rARLY WI SD OM. hs. 
It were well, if the world with ſuch 
nice exactneſs would pay their juſt tri- 
bute to God: for all have reaſon to fear 
for the guilt of ingratitude to their Ma- 
ker, their Preſerver, and their Benefac- 


ror. . | 
King Hi We aulhor ine 
Pſalms, was ſo fervent in praiſe to his 
Creator, for every mercy, that his book 
affords us an example of his warmeſt 
thankfulneſs to God on every occaſion. - 
The Pfalmiſt was ſo enraptured, with 
gratitude to Heaven, that he ſtrove to 
raiſe it in' others, exclaiming,* te 
praiſe the Lord with me, and let us 
_ magnify his name together.” He ſings 
as it were, with ſo tuneful a voice of 


* Pſalm XXxiv. 


| 
4 
[ 
| 


11 rr Cn I) * I * * wy 
5 e 


—_— _ 
EY 


> WS = nee, nes 
e 
_ — 


— r a — 3 * im 
— 1 g s N 9 — — 72 — — 5 _ = 2 EEG a pon wy TS D PEE 
Mi a - . EI f r 5 * 
* . — bo l » by . = - : : = 
> SG: —_ \ - on \ meu © l . © i. =O - . „ > = 9 4 FORT e TS 
2 u. * * . e — 2 — * n — 8 2 4 Arne. >. gd 2 * Rage - \ 8 1 < = ned = 
- oy . . — 1 .. CEE _= LOR — — =_ 3 — 
4 F n — _ — « . — =D — Jn . : — __ 2 — 1 — eres e 
4 : 5 — r 4 4 ö 
Ws 20D Pa * nnn x do roy, OR >, > FH Pn 4 2 2 p 
(ROT E290 r r 


- — — 3 


6 — — 2 2 p — % 3 . Se? ng es 23. > 
44334. r ˙ — Re oc nt ———ůů 5 8 — — — —— — 
2 — — k Fr a arg Tan — —ꝙiꝗ ; 2 . ———— OP — 
2 
, —_— 


x 2722 


2 0 V £9 


. 
— — 


» EARLY WISDOM. 


melody, on the order and beauty, and 


glory of the creation, as to reform the. 
hearts of the irreligious, to thatkſgiving 


and delight. David's language, through- - 


out, is beautifully ſimple, and enliven- 
ed by the ſtrains of devotion. He con- 


templates as an anatomiſt the ſurpriſ- 


ing ſtructure, and compoſition of the 


human body it's powers, its faculties; 


and, it being under ſubjection to ſo 
many complaints, its providential ex- 


iſtence, and ſays,* *« I will give thanks 


unto thee, O God, for I am fearfully 
and wonderfully made ; marvellous are 
thy works, and that my foul Knowerhs 
right well.” 


* Plalm exxxix. 


EARLY WISDOM. 
All remarkable events which happen= : 
| ” to the Patriarchs in the early 

ages of the world, David's ſufferings 
and victories, every thing relating co our 
Saviour and the day of Judgment, are 
by the Pſalmiſt noted in an intereſting 
manner, exciting to prayer and praiſe, 
0 piety and Peace. Whatever can 
ſtrengthen human nature to endure the 

toils and accidents of this life with 
Chriſtian fortitude, theſe compoſitions 
of conſolement afford. They miniſter 
of cheerfulneſs to them that would be 
merry, of found moral leſſons to the 

grave. They exhilarate the heart of 
the good man in his proſperity, and 
in adverſity are ſoothing to his 
afflictions. In the finner they will 
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46 FARLY WIS ON. 


probably excite ſhame, and where there 


is ſhame there may yet be virtue. 


This great example of holy worſhip 


Royal David did not practiſe in a ſcene of 
retirement, or total ſecluſion from the 


world, but amidſt the hurries of a court, 
which did not hinder him from praiſing 
his God ſeven times aday, and whichyou 
will receiveas further inſtruction, thatex=! 
cept your hearts be far from the Al- 
mighty your buſineſs in the world will- 


not prevent your paying him every duty 


he requires: your praiſing him at leaſt 
morning and evening, and n 
him to be your bleſſing and direction. 


| A ſtudied ſanctity of countenance is 


irreligious. It muſt offend God as an: 


outward boaſt of ſerving him; whereas 
God 


EARLY 5 


devoted pure heart. But I mean by a 


ſtudied countenance. of ſanctity not che | 
appeararice of true religion: this en- 
gages us by pleaſing i innocency. of man- . 
ners and unaffected goodneſs. I mean 
the gloomy imparting of vain, and hs: 


guſting hypocriſy. 


Thus, if grateful, we like David fall 
down, at ſtated times, upon our knees, 
both in the houſe of public worſhip 


and in private, to adore, and pray to, 


and be thankful to our Father who 1 is 


in heaven, and ever praiſe God in our. 
hearts © for all the bleſſings of this life, 
but above all for his ineſtimable love i in. 
the rederyption of the world by our. 

Yor, I. Bow Lend. 


f WISDOM. 4 
God will only accept the ſacrifice of a 
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Lord Jeſus Chriſt, for the means 6 


grace, and for the hope of glory.” 


Cicero, the moſt-eloquent of the hea- 
thens, placed gratitude in the firſt rank | 
of virtues. He ſays, © I would fain 
cultivate every virtue, not omitting 


one; but more particularly would 1 
ſtrive to be grateful, as well in reality as 


appearance. Gratitude is not only the 
fublimeſt and lovelieſt virtue, but the 


foundation and parent of all other vir- 


tues: for what is religion, or the motive 


of religious performances but gratitude 
to the Supreme Being? What is filial | 
duty but gratitude to our parents? and 
whence the generous warmth that glows 
in the'patriot's breaſt but e to 
his'country 2 F 
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EARLY WISDOM 57 * 


The fondneſs of irrational creatures . 
for thoſe who are the leaſt kind to them, 
ſhould ſeem as admonition to every 
ſon and daughter of Adam not to diſ- 
grace their natures by ſo foul a vice as 


I ingratitude. 
| The pleaſure my a Wes is great, 
if I look at him with kindneſs; if I 
ſpeak to him in good. humour he i is all 
in motion; when 1 feed him he is a 
eſſon of thankfulneſs; and when I take 
him a walk he makes his expreſſions of 
joy known to the whole neighbourhood. 
What can ingratitude to the Author of 
all good expect but a terrible Judgment, : 
even in his tender mercy ? 2 
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SECOND LECTURE. - 


ON FAITH, HOPE, AND CHARITY. 


T would not be leſs abſurd to ſuppoſe | 
that a ſtone can think, and that an 


elegant houſe can erect itſelf, than 
it would be abſurd to ſuppoſe that Na- 
ture could have ariſen, and in ſuch Non. 
derful order and beauty, and be ſupport- 

ed but by the creation and providence 
| E3 8 
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EARLY WISDOM. 
of a Supreme Being. A fair ſurvey” of 


man, in compariſon with a view of the 
brute creation, plainly ſhews our pre- 


ſent exiſtence to be but preparative to a 


future ſtate. This gracious deſign of 
God is foretold by his giving us ſuch ſu. 


periority over every other animal as 


makes them ſubject, not only to our com- 


mands but to our ſupport. 


So much diſtinction in our favour | 
declares, beyond a doubt, that we ſhall 
be immortal, and conſequently for ever 
happy or miſerable. F 

Since, then, it is ſo unequivocal. a 
truth that, * Verily there is a reward 


for the righteous, doubtleſs there is a 


. Ivüi. 


8 


God that judgeth the earth, —*# who: 
| ſhall bring every work into judgment, 
with every ſecret thing, whether it be 
good or whether it be evil,” as *. 
are ſure the judgment of God is accord- 
ing to truth, for he will render to every 
man according to his deeds; and there 
is no reſpect of peiſons with God; 

and ſince the utmoſt contradiction of : 
the infidel, miſerable unbeliever, fince: 
not all his vile art can raiſe againſt this. 
doctrine one plauſible denial, let holy. 
faith reign in your hearts. Faith is 
the baſis of religion, and religion is the. : 
ſtructure of virtue and riet . 


Eceleſ. xii / Rom. it h 
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56 EARLY WISDOM. 
If your faith be well founded ; you will 
rejoice. in the Lord, and glory in 
the God of your ſalvation. The 
ſeriptures of the Old and New Teſta- 
ment you will read with comfort, 
n which are all faithful and true, 
bor: r holy. men of God ſpake as 
they were moved by the: . 
n ” 
Hope is the charioteer of the machine 
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” all human action. Hope of know- 
ledge and of fame induces the philoſo- 
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Hope of glory leads on the hero to 
battle. Hope of hoarding up riches | 


* Revixzih, 8 


fills 


| EARLY. WISDOM. * 


fills the miſer. : Hope of gaining a 


livelihood is the poor man's ſpur 
to induſtry. Hope carries the man 


of wealth and ſickneſs to foreign 
climates for health and a little longer 
life. The man of poverty and diſeaſe 
finds relief in the hope of death. 


The Atheiſt, having no bleſſed b 


tations, believes and hopes that all 


things are produced by chance, and 


continues his wicked courſe of liſe, 


hoping that all things will come to no- 


thing, that he may not be puniſhed for 


his evil deeds. But hope is the true 
Chriſtian's real friend, his very ſhield. 
and buckler againſt every ſhaft of de- 
ſpair. The good Chriſtian's hope of a 


joy ful ee is bis balm of Gilead, 
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«his balſam for every wound he re | 
— 3% : 5 
Charity is that benevolent ſpi Fe: 
which makes every poſſible kind allow. 
ance for all the accidental differences 
of men, whether they be in religion or 
in morals. | 
Many good men may have erroneous 
not ions of divine worſhip; and the 
church of Chriſt is built accordingly 
on the mild principles of toleration and 


| good-will to people of every religious 
perſuaſion. The Jew and the Furk find, 


in this country, equal protection with 


ourſelves. 
Avoid religious diſpures, for if they 


| happen: not to unſettle your principles, 


they may cauſe you ill-will, But J 
8 would 


FARLY WISDOM. 50 
e never have you encourage che 
leaſt joke or ridicule to be paſſed upon | 
divine ſubjects, nor mix in the compa- 
ny of thoſe who indulge in ſuch md: 
levities. | 

The myſteries of religion I adviſe 
you not to dive into, for what you 
would find perplexing are eaſily under- 
ſtood by the learned in divinity, and 
the weightier matters of revelation are 
ſuited to the plaineſt capacity, But I 
would not have you neglect any oppor- 
tunity of inſtruction | from wiſe and 
good men; on the contrary, I would 
have you render yourſelves ſo agreeable 
to them by reſpectful behaviour, as 
may diſpoſe them to N you inſtruc- 
„5 ; tion, 
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tion,—as may afford them pleaſure 1 5 
add to your knowledge. | 5 
Moral charity makes large allowance 

for human infirmities and wants; it re- 
lieves the poor, and inſtructs the igno- 
rant; it does not revile an enemy, but 

returns a bleſſing fora curſe, conſidering. 
the curſer as ſufficiently curſed in him 


ſelf; it gently reproves a friend by 


whom it may ſuppoſe itſelf injured, as it 


may be he did not do the wrong, and 


if he have, that ſuch good - nature will 


make him ſo ſorry, that he commit it 
not again. Charity thinks that much 


allowance ſhould be made for inadver- 


tency or careleſſneſs, and much to the 


aggravation of an offence, for inadver- 
tency is pardonable, and a ſpirit for 
7; tale- 


EARLY WISDOM, © 61 
fale-bearing and ſcandal, and to magni- 
fy evil is too much the diſpoſition of 
human nature. This greateſt of all Chriſ- 
tian virtues poſſeſſes moſt extenſive libera- 
lity and kindneſs; it allows the beſt mean- 
ing that the converſation and actions of 
other people will bear; it relates their 
virtues with pleaſure, is ſilent on their 
vices, and remembers them no more 
but with concern and pity. It rejoices 
todo any good ; to relieve the troubled 
breaſt; to viſit 'the manſions of the 
wretched; to conſole the heart · grieved 
widow, deploring, with her weeping 
children around her, her loſs of an in- 
dulgent and virtuous huſband, and her 


— 


„ Yar 


he 


ion to t 


otect 


gives pr 


= 


%—IT 


= 


EARLY WISDOM. 


” 
— 
O 
WG 
2 
8 
2 
2 
8 
5 


poor and helpleſs orphan. 


tender father 
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oN HUMILITY., MODESTY, AND GOOD. 


MANNERS. 


TF we look into our hearts and conſi- 


lurking there, we ſhall not find much 
to be proud of, but much unworthineſs 


to acknowledge and humbly to deplore 
at the ee Throne of Grace. For 
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64 EARLY WISDOM.- 
God reſiſteth the proud, but giveth 
grace unto the humble.” The great 
uneaſineſſes which a proud ſpirit ſuffers 
are the juſt inflictions of heaven. Our 
Saviour's whole life was a contrary ex- 
ample : he earneſtly exhorts that we 
follow it, ſaying, *F Learn of me, for] 
am meek and lowly in heart, and ye 
ſhall find reſt unto. your ſouls - 0 
The moſt unprofitable and vexatious 
diſpoſitions of man ſpring from his 
pride. It produces every contention 
in his heart that can imbitter his days; 
it gives him a meanneſs of ſpirit. that 
ſullies his brighteſt actions, which! in- 
Auer him to Dante; of the favours he 


5 James iv. 1 + Marth, xi. 8 | 
| beſtoys | 
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beſtows on people, and prevents his 


3 


conferring them in that amiable man- 
ner, which would highly add to their 
value, and affiſt to bleſs him. Whereas, | 


„ Sg 8 


| like rhe beſt picture of a perſon, as it is : 
but a ſemblance of the riginal, ſo the 
urmoſt ſervice A good man renders to 


another is but a portrait of his ge 
heart. 


The proud man is ever unkeße is 


continually ſuffering the mortifications 


of diſappointment; his unceaſing de- 
fires and extravagant ſchemes to ag- 


' grandiſe himſelf, if they be in the leaſt 5 
thwarted, fret and harraſs his ſoul. po 


Money his heart is ever hanker- 


ing after, he dwells upon high ſta- 


tions, and looks down upon the lower. 
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66 FARLY WISDOM, 


He would aſcend every round of the 
ladder of ambition, that, as he aroſe, he 


might oratify his haughtineſs over thoſe - 
he had outſtepped; andſ that, when ar- 


rived at the top of it, they might gaze 
upon his greatneſs. What a miſerable 
being this is.—— He is diſturbed like 
the troubled ſea, but is never calm, 
Let us turn from the odious character, 
and take a view of the humble man; 
how placid do we behold him in the 
loweſt condition of life ; how graceful in 
the higheſt. He fills the various poſts 
of it, with a dignity of compoſure that 
attends an upright. mind; ſubmiſſively 


giving way, as the accidents common to 
man require, they but little oppreſs him; 


evils that bear down the proud man 
15 
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as the wind roots up the ſtubborn oak, 


he receives as branches of the pliant 
willow do eaſy motion which bear upon 


the running ſtream. The humble man 
receives a thouſand endearing attentions 


| from the world, unſolicited, which the 


proud one is ever hunting after in vain. 
A thouſand and ten thouſand painful 


| conflicts he actually eſcapes, which lay 
wait to, and beſiege the other. As he 


is not always wanting to better himfelf, 
* ; 87 

but has a contented mind in every ſta- 
tion, we ſee him fill every ſphere in life, 


with propriety, not neglecting what- 


ever duty it requires; he juſty eſtimates 
every advance he makes, and ſupports it 
with becoming dignity. He forgets not 


from what he is riſen, but he is thank- 
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86 EARLY WISDOM. 

ful for his every promotion a the world, 
to the Authour of all good. He is 
viewed in his proſperity by others, with- 
out envy, With hearts of congratulation 
and eſteem, and affection and love. 
They who fear to be humble, thinking 
i a defenceleſs virtue, fear where no 
fear is: Humility i is mighty in power ; 

it gains the favour of God, and conci- 
liates the approbation of man. 

The twin ſiſter of humility is modeſty; 
they help to adorn each other. Humi- 
lity expoſes arrogance, and modeſty 
brings indelicacy to ſhame. The ſpeech 
of a modeſt perſon verifies truth, where- 
as truth herſelf has a cold reception, if 
ſhe be introduced by oſtentation. No- 
thing. aggravates more a perſon s W. 
fame, 


EARLY WIs DOT. 3 


fame, than every word in his dete of 
events whick: exceeds fact. It were 
better, at all times, to undermention 
circumſtances, as whatever is ſo men- 
tioned, proclaims the ſpeaker's cha- 
racter to be diſcreet, and beſpeaks him 
worldly confidence, and ready faith for 

his veracity. 
A modeſt perfonal deportment is a 
great recommendation ts the good opi- - 
nion of others, for nothing is more lia- 
ble to contempt and ridicule than 
the vain frivolouſneſs of perſona], felf- 
admiration. The airs of a fop bring 
on a ſcrutiny of his knowledge and ſenſe. 

For this eſſential reaſon care muſt be 
had to an exteriour, eaſy, unaffected 
behaviour before company — to avoid 
| F3 ungraceful 
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20 EARLY WISDOM. 
ungraceful habits both of unbecoming 
countenance, and of diſagreeable gel- 
ture; but eſpecial care ſhould be had 


not to contract in walking any way of 


peculiarity, that the public can charge 

with pride or conceitedneſs. 
Immodeſt converſation is quite inde- 

fenfible, as it corrupts the morals of 


others, and ſhews a great want of wif. 
dom and virtue in the perſon that uſes 


it; for, however jokingly applied, It 18 
ſinful in the | endeavour to make vice 
agreeable, and, however jokingly ap- 
plied, it is a fair pretext whereby to 


judge unfavourably of a perſon's private 


thoughts and inclinations. Indeed, it is 
wrong to uſe Phraſes that may bear. a 


double meaning a pure and an unchaſte 


lan guage, 
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language -dreſſed with a ſort of deluſive 
decency; for, although, plain indelicate 
talk is diſguſting 1 to nature, yet ſhe may 
be beguiled by the other, and thereby have 
her deſires corrupted. Whgever thinks 
modeſtly of his own attainments, and is 
cautious not to ſpeak of his own per- 
formances, but extols the merit of 
others is accounted wiſe and good, and 
ſeldom fails of his deſerved reward of 
fame and honour. py 
Good manners mean behaviour un- 
attended by any rudeneſs of ſpeech, and 
the paying of proper attention when _ 
ſpoken to. Genteel carriage extends to 
the attitudes of the body, in either ſtand- 
ing, ſitting, walking, or running; for- 
bids every awkward appearance what- 
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22 EARLY WISDON. 
ever, of ſtooping or indolent Poſition, 
An affable deportment and agreeable 
| addreſs ſhould be cultivated to agcoft 
2 perſon, and all due reſpect paid to 
thoſe who regard us. But good man- 
ners, hand in hand with gratitude, for- 
bid the leaſt neglect of acknowledge- 
ment to others for any kind attention. 

| Refined manners extend to every po- 
liſh and grace that can give luſtre and 
elegance to the human form, and that 
can produce an attractive demeanour, or 
be called an external accompliſhment. | 
| Refined manners at table are an eaſy be- 
haviour and polite attention to the whole 
company. Refined manners . prohibit 
unſeaſonable viſits, for unſeaſonable vi- 
fits are intruſive, and frequently cauſe 

8 Lo ons bn. 
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ſuch a viſitor the loſs of a valuable ac- 


quaintance. Refined manners uſe as 


much caution in receiving, as in con- 
ferring of favours; direct a modeſt 


diſtance towards ſtrangers, circumſpec- 


tion in forming acquaintances and re- 


- ſpectful attention to intimate friends. 
Refined manners check every incon- 


veniency that would diſturb the happy 


intercourſe of mankind with each. other, 


and embelliſh [ le. 
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FOURTH LECTURE. 


oN PATIENCE, DILIGENCE, AND CON= 


TENTMENT. 


ATIENCE is the powerful virtue 
that bears with ſweet compoſure of 
mind common diſappointments, and 
that calmly endures the heavieſt ſtorm 


of afflictions. Impatience raiſes ſuch 
con- 
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. 2 
e + 


76 EARLY WISDOM. 
a conflict of paſſions in the hear az 
magnify and perpetuate evils which in 
themſelves .are nothing, and which 
would diſſipate like the clouds of 2 
ſummer morning, that only precede as 
Nature's contraſt to her beauties—a glo« 
rious day. | 

An i impatient ſpirit is never half in- 
formed, it waits not the hearing of many 
circumſtances that generally attend un- 


_ welcome news, and help to ſoften it; 


it is productive of ſuch inſtantaneous, 
fad, melancholy . poi as bring on 


unavailing lamentatibn, and mourning, 
and woe. By a fudden blow it lays 
dead a parent, by the uplifted arm of a 


by 
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by a friend's; It kills by deſtruying me. 
lancholy the mother whom death, per- 


haps, has deprived of her only child; but ; 


which, by kind Providence, has been 
ſpared a longer life, to enjoy its pure in- 
nocence in the regions of bliſs, to the age 
ol eternity. Impatience is the aggravater 
of every human ill, it adds to the pain 


of every bodily affliction, and frequently 
brings on diſſolution, when a reſigned 


will to the diſpenſations of heaven, with 
ſubmiſſion to medical ſkill, and due at- 
tention to the kind efforts of nature, 
would fave the patient. 


Under the fretfulneſs of i impatience 
the progreſs of any art or ſcience is 
flow, and promiſing purſuits of every: 
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78 EARLY WISD oM. 
ſort are deſerted to embrace new ones, 
and of which experience in them is fre. 


1 quently attended by misfortune and re- 


pentance. For very few changes made 
in life, without our own ſerious reflec. 
tion, united with the good council of 


our friends, are ſafely made, or prove 


to be happy. He who is guided by the 
wiſe experience of others is generally 


fortunate, but if otherwiſe, he thereby 


ſecures their pity againſt the day of ac- 
cident; whereas he who in ſelf-ſuffi- 


ciency deſpiſes the judgment of others,. 


and in vanity acts only according to his. 
own opinion, ſeldom ſucceeds, and has 


but a ſmall ſhare of the world's pity to 
alleviate him under adverſity and in in- 


digence. 
Pati- 
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5 Patience and diligence combined con- 
quer moſt difficulties. For patience 
preſerves a happy temper of mind that 
cheers diligence, and diligence uſually 


crowns patience with ſucceſs. The re. 


| wards of diligence are plenteous. Ma- 
ny a mind diſpoſed to books and ſtudy, 
has been turned from its natural bent, 
and miſplaced in the active concerns of 
a buſy world, which diligence has there- h 
from extricated, and led into retire- 
ment, to purſue its literary inclina= _ 
len. | 5 
Diligence may repair the loſs of paſt b 
indolence, and quiet its regret. It oc- - 
cupies the mind, and refiſts the intru- 
ſion of evil diſpoſitions, It employs . 
the 
n F 
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8 EARLY WISDOM.” 


gains a competency for itſelf, and ability 


to ſuccour want. It encourages virtue, 
is clothed with Honour, and 18 3 


of with. praiſe. 
The boſons of the patient and dili- 
gent man is the favourite reſidence of 


contentment. She is only a ſojourner 
with the monarch; and but for ſhort 


Nays; being hurried from his palace by 
the pageantry of ſtate—by a crowd aſ. 
ſuming the exteriors of humility, 


though led thither by ambition—by 
courtiers, ſome of them learned in diſ- 


ſimulation, and! practiſed in deceit; 
others ſo fatious; that they would take 
the garriſon of power by ſtorm by the 

| | _ 


EARLY WISDOM. 87 
patriot, too, that makes a boaſting offer 
| to facrifice his life and fortune for his 
King and country, wiſhing at the ſame 
time, perhaps, to live in honour and be 
ſupported in dignity and eaſe. 

A King is thus ſurrounded, has thus 
much to guard againſt, and the diffcul- 
ty to chooſe honeſt ſtateſmen that would 
promote the welfare of his people, and 
therefore 4 King, probably, has leſs of 
content than his pooreſt cottager. Con- 
tent generally flies the man of faſhion, 
ſauns the ſcenes of diſſipation, is a 
ſtranger to the miſer, ſits not at the 
epicure's table, is at variance with am- 
bition, and at enmity with the ſnarling 
Philoſopher. 
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82 EARLY WISDOM. 

The patient, diligent, and contented 
man aſſures himſelf that perfect felicity 
is not the portion allotted to any human 


being, and therefore repines not at his 


own lot, but counts his beſt treaſure to 
be in himſelf; nor is he deluded by the 


moſt dazzling appearances to fancy that 


any mortal has perfect happineſs in pol. 


ſeſſion. He juſtly eſtimates that the 
higheſt ſtations in life are far from be. 
ing the happieſt: that power attracts 


envy, riches care, and leiſure fatigue. 


That every one has his ſecret prices, 


however they may be increaſed by dil- 
tempered fancy. That the inflictions 
of Providence, which we often conſider 


as evils, prove our gieateſt bleſſings. 
That we could not reliſh the . ſweets 
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ON COMPASSION, MERCY,. AND GENERO- 


1 * 
3 
2 
FE: © 
7 f 
. 
0 
1 
* 

4 
9 
ty 7 * 
19 
; | 
* 
Y 
i 
Ki 
3 ? 
Þ 

by: 
N * 
5 

: g& 
+5 
7 
LS 
4 2 fi 
a 

1 
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Fellow feeling, a painful ſympathy, 
a tear of pity ſhed over the afflic- 
tions of woe, is that compaſſion, is a 
bind opium that deadens, for a time, 
| its ſenſe of wretchedneſs, without the 
| hand? 


'8 EARLY WISDOM. 
hand of this benevolence having, withal, 
a mite to beſtow. . . Diſapprobation a 
riſes as one reads the relation which 
our bleſſed Saviour gives of * a certain 


man going down from | Jeruſalem to 
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Jericho, and his falling among thieves, 
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of his being ſtripped and ſo wounded 
by them as to be left half dead: and 
that a prieſt by chance came that way 
| —not having had any trouble to find 
| out this miſerable object, but, upon 7. 
ing him, paſſed by on the other ſide 
croſſes over to the oppoſite way, leaving 
the affecting ſcene, leſt the force of na- 
ture might overcome his heart. But 
the Levite beheld the fad ſpectacle 
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FARLY WISDOM. _ 


bud on it, yet paſſed by on the 1 


other ſide. What thanks we owe to 


the God of - compaſſion, who has im- 


planted in our natures a different prin- 


ciple, which did make the prieſt revolt, 


and the Levite to look on, though the 
latter's heart, given to deliberate inſen- 
fibility, was too cold to the milder in- 
fluences of goodneſs to afford the ſmall- 


eſt {| park of deſire to extend an aſſiſting. 


hand—to raiſe the way- laid, maimed, 
helpleſs ſtranger from the ground. 


This moſt amiable of the ſocial duties, 
compaſſion, every one mult be ſenſible 


of in-his nature, though one more atten» 
- tively cultivates it than another. The im- 


mediate impulſe is remarkable in all to 
take part in the accidents and ſufferings 
. „ 
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s EARLY WISDOM. 


of a fellow. creature, but which, by ſome, 
as with the prieft and Levite, is as im- 
mediately ſtifled, whilſt by others the 
generous emotion is encouraged. But 


whoever neglects to improve the talent 


of compaſſion, need fear the coming of | 
his Lord. 


Lei us view a worthy. cha- 
racter, an account of which this ſtory 
of Jeſus affords us, indeed, a very op. 
poſite one to the other. A certain 


Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where 


he was, and when he ſaw him he hat 


compaſſion on him: and went to him 
3 


and bound up his wounds, pouring in 


oil and wine, and fet him on his own 


beaſt, and brought him to an inn, and 


took Care of him,” 
The world would readily allow pe” 


the Samaritan here had performed 


enoug gh 


4 


EARLY WIS DO M. 


enough to complete the chacsderr of a 
good man. And that, with. ſatisfaction 


conſequent to ſuch goodneſs, be might 


now have purſued the object of his 


journey in peace, having liſtened to, and 


obeyed every whiſper of compaſſion. It 


was not o. Ile remained with him un- 
til the next day, which, although it be 


not expreſsly written that he was in- 


duced to this through a deſire to reco- 
ver him by every perſonal aſſiſtance he 
could adminiſter, yet we. may believe 


it to be the caſe. We certainly may 


judge of perfons by their actions, as of a 


«tree by its fruit.” And * do men gather 


grapes of thorns, or figs of thiſtles?“ 


* Matth. vii. 16. 
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ing to the lawyer, to whom he had giv- 


His behaviour, however, the next 
day, before he departed, ſo» ſtrongly 
ſhews his ſolicitude for the man's reco- 
very, as ſufficiently helps to confirm 
the juſtneſs of my ſuppoſition. He took 
out two-pence and gave them to the 
hoſt, emphatically beſeeching that he 
would take care of him, and engages to 


defray every expence his ſtate might 


require, promiſing, whatſoc ver thou 
ſpendeſt more, when I come again L 
will repay thee.” Our Saviour hereby 


further enforces that this compaſſion be 


univerſal— that it be not. witheld, 
| through prejudice, from any diſtreſſed: 
object, of whatever deſc iption, appeal- 


en 


who was his neighbour, « Which, now, 
of theſe three, thinkeſt thou, was neigh- 
bour unto him that fell amongſt the 
thieves? ?” This man's notion of a neigh- 
bour was very narrow. He thought a 
perſon ſhould not be reckoned as his 
neighbour, except he live near him, or 
be his kinſman, or his friend; but that 


he could not allow him to be his neigh- 


bour who was of any other country or 
religion. Now He who knew man's. 


heart, whoſe reaſoning was of God, 
whoſe language was as never man ſpake, 


torcibly ſtated the truth and juſtice of 


the more liberal doctrine, yet avoided 8 


to conclude upon it, leaving the lawyer 
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en this narration, on his aſking Jeſus 
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to decide upon the caſe, who allowed 
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that the man's neighbour was he that 
ſhewed mercy on him. Conviction 


v « —— —— ven mr one eras ——. > 
_ n Denn aha tte Pe IE IO — 2 ata. N * 
20 a3 2 4 bo — ener anos” —— — 1 —— r — 
* — 1 a 
4 x * . 


2 
< _ — ghee ye. 
— need wn ALTER ET” ano 


was brought home to this man. The 
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ſtory, indeed, is ſo replete with ſtriking 
circumſtances of compaſſion, and the 
odious want of it, that the operation it 
had upon him muſt be equally worked 
upon all who read the account, and ſur- 
prize will light upon their minds, that 
the command which our bleſſed Lord: 
laid upon him, © Go, and do thou like- 
| wiſe,” and which be meant as a law to 
be obſerved by the whole world, ſhould. 
by any human creature in it ever be 
broken. 
” Who can ſo aſſure hin as that he 
may never need another's compaſſion? ME 
| | Then 
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own boſom, and do his utmoſt to excite 


7 


it in others. 


We will now take a fair and ſeparate | 


ſurvey of mercy, although i it ſeem to be 


ſo cloſely allied to compaſſion as for to 
be one and the ſame. A diſpoſition 


that can derive pleaſure from its giving 


pain to a delicate mind, that rather re- 
joices to inflict puniſhment upon a per- 


ſon falling under its power, that would 


have pardoned any offence it ſhall com- | 


mit, but refuſes to grant pardon for the 


leaſt offence it receive from another, 


however earneſtly it be ſolicited 
that would have a pecuniary debt it 
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Then it certainly becomes a momentous 
concern that every one cheriſh it in his 3 


may owe unto another forgiven, but 
would 
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would ſue for what may be owing to it 
to the very uttermoſt farthing—Theſc 
are no traits of mercy, but the oppoſites 
of its ſacred nature. Mercy is more 
bleſſed. A merciful man is the beſt 
1mage of his Maker. Mercy is tender 
neſs of treatment, and protection from 
the rudeneſs of the world, to the mind 


and perſon of another ſo exquiſitely 


framed as is ill fitted to bear the ſhock 


Mercy is triumphant 
in the hero, to ſpare a vanquiſhed foe. 
Mercy releaſes the captive without a 


' ranſom. Mercy, in having enforced 
her juſt rights, relents, and ſets the pri- 
ſoner free. But mercy exceeds praiſe, 
to ſhew which, let us take a caſe from 


the 


|  FARLY WISDOM. ok 
the goſpel. * A certain King would 
take an account of his ſervants, and 
had one which owed him ten thou- | 
fand talents, But foraſmuch as he had 
not to pay, his Lord commanded him 
to be ſold, and his wife and children, 
and all that he had, and payment to be 
made. The eaſtern law ſanctioned a 
creditor to go ſuch lengths for the re- 
covery of a juſt debt, and the cuſtom of 
flavery there gave as ready ſubmiſſion 
to ſuch a proceeding, as a debtor yields 
in England to be placed in a public 
priſon. The ſervant, therefore, fell 
down and worſhipped him, ſaying, 


2 


1 * 


ns Matth. xviii. 


« Lord, 
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« Lord, have patienc& with me, _ 

will pay thee a I. ie , ET: 
But obſerve 1 you that this ſervant Was 

a very criminal. debtor to his maſter. 
For any one to conſume, Orgs in the leaſt 
want of care, waſte what another bas 
had ſufficient confidence in his honeſſy : 

and management | to entruſt to his 
charge, f is wicked. This man, however, 
bad beerr guilty of an enormous. breach 

of truſt, — bad, not improbabl y, embez- 
zled, by riotous living, his lord's pro- 

8 perty to the amount of ten thou ſand ta- 
lents. ** 

ITet when he fell dos and worſhip- 
ped him, ſaying, © Lord, have patience | 
with me, and. I will pay thee all,” his 
Jord, moved with compaſſion, r not on- 


amazing to relate but this favoured 


cy he had juſt experienced on a fellow- 
ſervant he even ſhewed no mercy l He 


ſervants which owed him an hundred 
pence, and he laid hands on him, and 
took him by the throat, ſaying, Pay me 
that thou oweſt. This debtor of his, in 
like manner as hes had intreated' his 


patience and he would pay him all. 
And he would not, but went and caſt 
him into priſon till he ſhould "mY te 
debt. 4 


Vor. L HH Father: 
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him the debt. Surpaſſing eaſy belief 


being, immediately, in his own cruel be- 
haviour, ſhews the contraſt to that mer- 


went out and found one of his fellow- 


lord, piteouſſy beſought him to have 
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Father of mercy. and of loving kind. 
neſs,—how odious in thy fight mult ap- 
pear the vileneſs of ſuch a callous 
heart!—Strange that the benevolent ac- 
quittance he had juſt received of his 
lord from ten thouſand talents ſhould 
not change his flintineſs into ſtreams of 
pity, eſpecially for a fellow. ervant, 
and afford him joy to relieve him as 


he himſelf had been relieved. It dre 
upon him, as might be expected, the 


odium of all who knew of the circum- 
ſtance, His fellow-ſervants were fo 
| ſorry that they told unto their Lord all 
that was done, who inſtantly had him 
brought before him, and exclaimed, O 
thou wicked ſervant, I forgave thee 
all that debt—ſhouldſt not thou have 
had 


EARLY WISDOM. 99 
had compaſſion on thy feliow-ſervant, 
eren as I had pity on thee?—Every 
one preſent muſt have felt that he 
hould—and might juftly have eried 
out, let my lord's debt ſtand againſt 
him, and a priſon be his dwelling, until 
he have paid the uttermoſt farthing. 
Z You, my lord, will be bleſſed. *Bleſf-. 
ed are the merciful, for they ſhall obtain 
mercy. E cd pe | 
Generoſity is that nobleneſs of ſoul 
that ſpontaneouſly opens its hand and 

| heart—with an affectionate readineſs 
to relieve all the neceſſities of mankind. 
| Itis ſo gratified in diffuling ſatisfa@tion 
around it as to anticipate the occaſions 
* Matth. v. 7. | FS 
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of the unhappy, to repair to the dwell. 
ing of diſtreſſed virtue, to protect it by 
its purſe and defend it by the pen of 


: its arm. 


But Generoſl ity Os herſelf among 
her ſons in remembering the humane 


| immortal Howard, who employed his 


fortune and his life to find out and 


| ſoothe wretchedneſs impriſoned from 


the world in loathſome dungeons. Not 
ſatisfied to cauſe redreſs of the abuſes 
of obdurate and oppreſſive jailors at 


home, and by his interference to move 


the creditor to mercy—he, in his un- 


"bounded philanthropy, viſited diſtant 


regions, fearleſs encountering every ma- 


lady of diſeaſe to which his reſearches 


could N him, till at length —priſoner 
8 f 


BARLY WISDOM: | war” 
drop a tear—he fella victim in a ſtrange 
land to the virulence of a jail diſtem- 


per. 
Generofity has reſtored to a reclaimed 


brother what an incenſed father left 
from him in the days of his folly. Pa- 
lemon's generoſity gloried to beſtow 
with his love, on the reduced Lavinia, 
his ample fortune, in gratitude for it 
being riſen from the friendſhip of her 


father Acaſto. Generofity induced the 
poor widow, in the goſpel, to caſt into 


the treaſury one half of her living. 


The ſtrings of every Engliſhman's 
. heart muſt be attuned to generofity and 


rejoicing over his native land, when he 
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102 EARLY. WISDOM. 
bcholds the countleſs monumental piles | 
which the benevolence of his country 
has ſo generouſſy raiſed, and is con- 
tinually raiſing, and 2 endow, 
to. aſſiſt, with Britiſh indiſcrimination, 
every unhappy being ſinking under any 
miſery in his iſle. It ſhould ſeem as if 
the many. hoſpitals erected, that every 
ſpecies of miſery may find. an alylym 
wherein to- be, and be ſupplied with 
every neceſſary that can eaſe the ſuffer. 7 
. ings of affliction, would have their Iex- 
icon to definc hoſpitality alone. 

| Reaſon, if thou be overturned by 
mistortune, or thy own intemperance 
upſet thee — whatever ſtrike thy ſenſibi- 
lity—a manſion is prepared to receive 
1 thee 
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thee where every attention 18 siven & to 
repair thy ſad difſaſte.. 
Aged ſailors, veterans in your coun- 
try's cauſe, let the walls of Greenwich 
reverberate your brave exploits ; - cxult= 
ing over your loſs of limbs, repeat mou 
honourable ſtories, and dwell in cafe. 


Brave old ſoldier, i enjoy thy Cheles 


Hoſpital. Travel over again in mind 
thy arduous marches, think how thy 
country honours thee _ ys ſcars, and 


be at reſt, © ow 
Ye hoſpitals to receive the unfortu- 
nate of every deſcription. Ye diſpen- 
 faries to afford advice and medicine to 
the ſick and needy who apply, or extend 

| your aid to the poor patient at his own 
HE, 33 ha- 
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habitation may the liberal ſubſerip. 
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tions which ſupport you keep pace with 


the diſtreſſes ye would relieve>—May 


the Foundling, to give the deſetted 
child protection; the Aſylum for the 


orphan; and the Magdalen to reclaim 


deluded innocence never be without 5 
their liberal. patrons, .nor ever find the 


hand of charity cold, „ „„ 


Britain, how liberally are the a 


of thy decayed gentlemen, and poor in 


general educated, clothed and main- | 


tained by the bounty of thy SN. 
founders of noble ſchools. | 
Thy aged indigent have their 21 
houſes, and to ſupply every defect of 
private charity thy poor's laws ſpeak 5 
the 
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the humanity of thy legiſlature. ” hy 
| Sunday ſchools check profligacy by 
5 educating the labou 


uring poor, and in- 
culcating upon their minds the Primel - 
ples of religion and virtue ek 
Great nation, extenſive in thy bou 
ty, how thou art at this moment bleſſed 
| by thouſands of unhappy foreigners, 
exiles of thy common enemy—the re- 
fugees of diſtracted - France. Thou, 
regarding their afflictions with an eye 
of tender pity, haſt ventured to receive 
the diſtreſſed wanderers to thy boſom, 
to nouriſh and comfort them with the 
warm milk of thy native | hoſpitality. 
Thy illuſtrious and gracious Sovereign's 


royal munificence to theſe indigent, Ml 

hard-fated ſtrangers can never be for- | 

_ gotten, | l 
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gotten, and when the happy reſtc 0 . 
of order takes place in France, Gallic 
gratitude for the Engliſh wilt fury 


-ptove our ſheath to its word. 


Generoſity, whither would a ek 


influence extend? beyond the living? 
Indeed it would! Thy humane ſackiy 
encourages by premium | js 


* 


The bold ſwim mer mW ſwift _ 
vs Of accident difaſtrous” 


to 3 a fellow- being from the cloſ- 


ing waves: by premium gives exertion 


to employ its means to re- animate ſuſ- 
pended life, to raiſe from the watery 


grave, or other ſuffocation, a child to 


its parents, an induſtrious and good 
man 
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man to the afflicted wife of his boſom, 


and the ch 
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SIXTH LECTURE. 


o INDOLENCE, NEGLIGENCE OF DRESS, 


1LL-NATURE, AND BAD HABITS, 


1 


"HE lower creation is a leſſon to 
man 10 avoid idleneſs, ſhould 
ſeem as if it were ſo ordained by the 
Creator for our imitation. To prove 
this we need only contemplate the la- 
bour of the ant, and the induſtry of the 
2 bee. 
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bee.—If a ſettlement of ants hw 1 
labour and management as to prepare 
for the neceſſity of a future ſeaſon, 


are 


Patient of labour, with a little N 


if fo ſmall an inſect toil every hour 
Scarry a load heavier than itſelf—be 
ſometimes ſo overladen as to reſt again 
and again under its burden, until at 
length it be obliged to ſubmit to ano- 
ther ant carrying its proviſion to the 
ſtorehouſe.—If a bee, all the ſhining 
day, be aſſiduous to extract the ſweet 
of every opening honied flower in the 
garden, and ſo ſtore his hive with ho- 
ney in ſummer that it may ſupply him 
. nf. 


EARLY WISDOM: tr 
with ſuſtenance through the winter— : | 


would a human creature” be leſs provie 
dent? The wiſe man ſays, * Go to the ant, 
thou ſluggard, conſider her ways, and 


be wiſe.” * Eat,” ſays the Pſalmiſt, 


« the labour of thine hands, and happy 
ſhalt thou be.” 


taſte are infipid if they be not ſavoured 
by the appetite of induſtry, But the 
ſweets of life, the bee teaches us dili- 


gently to gather at every fair opportu- 


nity, and to reſerve with e as. 


proviſion for a rainy ſeaſon. 

Indolence is productive of every evil 
incident to human life. —It neglects the 
mind ſuffers to lie waſte as the furzy 
heath, talents which would be the pride 
of nature, and which moderate applica- 
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The beſt things we 
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tion would cultivate to anſwer the bs 
poſes. for which they were given. 


A well cultivated mind is as a beau- 


; tiful orchard, with a variety of good 


trees, bending with excellent fruit, eaſy 
a a valuable diamond emits its rays 


in the dark ſo a well culyvated mind 
ſhines b bright under affliction: Ats ſe. 


renity 1s tranſparent. through a claud of 
difficulties. | 

The mind in giving way. to- indolence 
encourages its great enemy one that 
would prevent the body uſing exerciſe 
neceſſary to health and. ſtrength, by ob- 


ſtructing che circulation of the blood, 
which nouriſhes the body, and which | 
e to the mind cheerfulneſs and 


vigour 
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vigour: A ſeries of ills A alt on "Idle-. - 


r 


neſs it can ha ve no real good: in- 


dulged in youth ĩt nurſes ignorance, in- 
activity, and repentance, for manhood. : 
| Whereas induſtry, early inculeated, pro- 
duces wiſe, prof} perous, and happy' mem. 
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bers of ſociety.. 
Thhe indolent diſpoſition of ſome i is 
diſcoverable throughout. Their very 
dreſs is neglected, as if neither neatneſs,. 
nor decency, were of conſequence to 
appearance. Their: clothes ſeem thrown: 
on, as if ina moment of accident, . re- 
main ſo unſettled, are not kept with the 
| leaſt care; their hair 185 ruefulz their 
countenances are in cloudy diſgrace, 
which the healthy waſh of cold water 
would remove and refreſh, There is a 


I. | | becoming; 


' * 
* 
A. 6 


114 EARLY WISDOM, 
becoming mien in dreſs, that year 
neither the appearance of ſtudy, nor 
foppiſhneſs, nor formality ; and an œco- 
nomy in dreſs, that enables one perſon 
by a carefulneſs of apparel always to ap- 
pearas well clothed as another, and at half 
his expence. But an adorning ſimplicity 
and chaſte manner of dreſs, 1s moſt be- 
coming; and, in a female, this is highly 
requiſite to prevent the attraction of the 
profligate, and the reflections of cen- = 
| ſure, which otherwiſe will be caſt * 
her delicacy and 1 innocence. 1 
| There is a book written by one 74 
vater, a German, on Phiſiognomy, or 
the power of knowing a perſon's diſ- 
poſition, by: Ie features of ni counte- 


nance. 1 
. * 


T his 
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This book, I conceive, to be more in- 


genious, than uſeful.—I fear it, in the 


hands of evil- eyed people, may do harm. 


It's principles are liable to errour, agrees 


| able to the voice of ene * Judge 
not raſhly by appearances.” 


The countenance frequently belies the 
heart, The countenance of vacancy has 


been known to poſlels a large mind, 


| The countenance of wiſdom, ignorance ; 


that of rudeneſs, an inoffenſive boſom; 3 


| that of humility, pride; that of com- 


| placency, ill- nature; that of eaſe, dif 


treſs. 


A face of pleaſure, but a heart of pain.“ 


This book, therefore, may more in- 
dulge the cenſorious, than be gratifying - 
b : ; g 10 : - Wo 
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to the liberal If it be neceſſary to per. | 
ſonify, or judge, of the heart, by th 
externals, I would prefer dreſs as the 


better evidence of this thing not ſeen, 
1 would, with the wary tradefman; cal. 


culate a ſervant's honeſty, by the ex. 
pence of his clothes, and, with the phi- 


loſopher, weigh the lightneſs of mind, in 


the coxcomb. I would, with Swift, con. 
ſider the unclean, offenſive beggar, knoy- 


ing water to be in his power, as an idle 


vagrant, ill-deſerving of charity, 
A clean perſon aſking alms, meltsthe 


compaſſionate to beſtow a mite. 


I am always moved to pity when! 


meet a Iclow<Creature in the decline 


of life, having the air of gentility, 2 
countenance of dejection, perhaps fea- 


tured 


1 Y 


EARLY WISDOM. 11 
tured by calamity, his clothes i in the an- 


cient cut of his better days, moſt care- | 
| fully preſerved, to keep up the beſt ſha- 


237 


dow he is able of what he was. 


A ſteady attention paid to the general | 


behaviour and actions of mankind, cer- 


| tainly gains purer knowledge of the hu- 


| man heart than can poſſibly be derived : 
from the flights of airy imagination, or 
the viſions of deluſive fancy. It ob- 


ſerves one individual under the wiſe con- 


| duct of another; and turns to remark 5 


an individual moved by the ſole agency 
of his natural diſpoſition: it views a 
nation under the happy influence of a 
kingly government, and beholds ano- 


ther nation, actuated by the erroneous | 
ugg zeſtions of tree will, or the control 
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of miſleading nature. Therefore, it is 
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becoming every one to go by the rule of 


Lireumſpection in thought, word, and | 


deed. —To learn his thoughts virtue let 
him, as they ariſe, purify them, by ſup. 
preſling every ill idea :—To think cor. 


rectly, let the mind be occupied at one 


time, by only one ſubject, which being 
underſtood, it is free to engage another 
ſubject with clearneſs, and ſo may take 
thought after thought, and arrange them 


with perfpicuity, and link them in a per- 
| fect chain. This is a due preparation 


ro ſpeak with propriety, eaſe, modeſh, 


and good ſenſe. Such thought, doubt. 


leſs, would promote that amiable dil. 


X Hidence which only checks. preſump: 


tion 


EARLY WISDOM. mg 


| tion—that' kind dif] poſition which mames 
fill nature, and expoſes it to contempt. 
WM This order in thinking 1 is eaſily to be 

t acquired by ſtudy, and is of the firſt con- 

. W fquence to attain. It being a principle 
on which depends the ready acquiſition 


bot every neceſſary mental accompliſn- 
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dent neceſſary to human intelligence. 
I reaches to underftand and explain 
.- complex things with eaſe, perſpiculty, 
and preciſion. | 

The chief follies and miſdemeanors of 


the world, I would hope, | may be aſ- 


cribed to thoughtleſſneſs; they become 
habitual by not being corrected, and 
prevalent from common example. For 
the force of ill habits ĩs ſo powerful as 
to become ſecond nature, which expe. 
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AND MALICE, > IF 


1 envious of another's good name, 

happineſs, and proſperity, have *as 
| Bs torment of a ſcorpion when he 
ſtriketh a man, * that uneaſineſs in 


their boſoms, which is its own provoked 
= Rev. Is 5. 
pu- 


122 EARLY WIS DOM. 
puniſhment. This diſhoneſty of mind, 
uncurbed, frequently carries it's pollet- 
ſor a very dangerous length till he be- 
come little better in public eſtimation 
than the adventurous robber. | 

What conſtitute the evil and the good 
of this Preben re +6210 0 
' rewards and puniſhments 7 What then 


IS envy, that would deprive virtue of her 
reward; that can repine at her receiving 
the praiſe, at her finding a patron; that 
can fret becauſe ſhe is encouraged ?— 
Deſerves. not the labourer his hire? The 
artiſt, every thing to which his genius 
and application entitle him? the man of 
ucalth, if it be honeſtly obtained—his 
riches? Deſerves not a generous true | 


, patriot the favour of his king? Merits 
Not. 
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not the king all the eaſe his anxieties 
can ſpare him; 

The virtuous, in ds unfortunate 
2 condition they happen to be, have.no 
cauſe to grieve, or be envious at the ſuc- 
ceſs of the wicked ; to ſay, lo, how they 
proſper hat riches they have in poſ- 
ſeſſion For they ſhall ſoon be cut 
; down like the grals, and be. withered ' 
_ even as the green herb.” They. Gas 
carry nothing away with them when they 
die, neither will their pomp follow 
them they have amaſſed no inexhauſ- 
_ tible treaſure—only what moth and. ruſt. 
doth corrupt. Envy, therefore, in re- 
fuling the commendation due unto ano- 
ther, thereby OR: it's "© Prin- 
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©3 5" BARE 


It is unbecoming any one to delpilt | 


of the arrival of good to him. This 


damper of the ſpirits would eaſily de. 


preſs age, and would check the exer- 


tions of youth. It cauſes indolence to 


prevent good coming. Therefore, dif- 


appointment ſhould give an edge to ex- 
ertion. But deſpair ſhould be much 
guarded againſt—for i it ſometimes drives 


a perſon to inſanity and the raſhneſs of 


ſelf-murder. In the inſtance of Judas, 


8 were well if he had never been 
But had it not been better if 


born.“ 
Judas had lived to repentance? | As al- 


lowing this, that the murderer killing | 
himſelf, little avails to reſtore the mur- 

dered to life; yer, his life, if it be af. 
terward a life of bitter remorſe might 
N move 
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move others to goodneſs; and we hope 


itſelf, finally, might o obtain mercy. For 


any one to deſpond: through fear of 


being unable to do well in life or hav- 


ing ſtruggled hard with adverſity, he bo 
incompetent- to perform every obliga. 


tion incumbent upon him, ſink into tho 
depth of melancholy he cannot be juſ- 
tified, * The race is not always to 


the ſwift, nor the battle to the ſtrong, 
neither yet bread to the wiſe, nor yet 
riches to men of underſtanding, nor yet 
favour to men of ſkill. What then can 5 


be advanced towards a. pardon: for the 


ſuicide? had he not have done this irre- 
vocable, horrid deed, have ſtained. his 


nands with his own blood, have ſtabbed 


* Feck, ix. f t. 
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peace of his family=had- he waited; 2 


7 perhaps, only until the morning, as 


time and chance happeneth to all, a 
ſupply for his neceffities might have 
prevented him the guilt, and his friends 
the affliction it gave them. Pity, but as 
the priſoner of war, he had borne his 


fetters with ſubmiſſion, and looked for- 


ward to freedom at the end of the cam- 


„ 19 


Anger is that convulſion of mind 


which much enfeebles it, at the ſame 
time that, by violently agitating, it greatiy 


injures the body. Like other paſſions, 


if it be ſubmitted to, it will overcome; 
but like other paſſions, it is by reſiſt- 


6. Ephraim ſhall 


ns Iſa, xi, 43. | 
not 


c Judah, | and Judah ſhall Not | 


vex Ephraim ;”” “ for grievous words 
. (ſays Solomon) ſtir up anger, but a ſoft 


anſwer turneth away wrath.“ In the 
inſtant of unreſtrained anger, people 
frequently commit violences, for, which, 
if they ſuffer not the juſt infliction of 
law, the upbraidings of conſcience will 
cauſe them a life of repentance; but for 
a perſon to endeavor to provoke ano- 
ther to wrath, knowing him, unfortu- 
nately, to be of a haſty temper, is deli- 
berate wickedneſs; nor is any thing more 
provoking than falſehood, the attempt 
to cover a fault with a lie, or to bra- 
vado it in an impudent manner, inſtead 
of acknowledging it with every expreſ- 
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ſion r forrow, for having committe 


3 


the offence: 
Our divine Maſter: has dete us a com- | 
nee not only to bleſs, but to 


love them that curſe and hate us. To 


bleſs and to love them that C urſe and hate 
us ſeem to be a hard impoſition. But he 
was a perfect preeeptor, and enjoins us, 


in the ſame paſſage, likewiſe © to do. 


good to them that hate us, and pray for. 
them which deſpitefully uſe us, and per. 
ſecute us.“ A little enquiry into the 


ceonſequences that may attend the obe. 
dience of- theſe. commands, will ſhew | 
that the- infinite wiſdom which 25 


ene) Matt. v. 44. This, Ry” the two following 
ehapters, contain Chriſt's Sermon upon the Mount, 


which compriſes the law of the Old and New el. 
tament. 


| 8 | 
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them, in his goodneſs, well know. 
ing they were calculated to rer 
form a miſtaken world to produce us 
temporal and eternal goed, Of tem 
poral good, what can any one expect 
for his curſing and hating another, 
whatever aggravation he may have 
had ſo to do? Would he he over- 
come of evil ?—Nay, rather let him 
overcome evil with good—even if his 
foe be an unnatural one—of his own 
houſehold —let him heap theſe coals 
of fire on his head, and let him pray 
for his converſion to Chriſtian for- 
bearance and charity. Thus, will the 
truly wiſe act, in conſideration of” 
worldly intereſt ; for how can they 


act otherwiſe, to gain any thing here 
1 2 worth 
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worth poſſeſſ on. And of eternal 51 
or reward i in heaven, what may ⁊ ny one 
expect if he only love thoſe who love 


him: does this amount to more, than 
a as the payment of a juſt debt? to any 


thing which can help to number him 


with the children of our Father who 


is in heaven. | 
Hatred broods malice, that evil 85 


rit which wrankles with deſire to do any 
one an injury that may happen to 
give it offence, or againſt whom it 


has conceived the leaſt antipathy, I 
Is deliberate on miſchief,—with a ſoſt- 


neſs of ſpeech, it lets fall a word as 
cruel to the reputation of another as 


the venom of the aſp—the worm of 


Nile, whoſe TROY ng is death, Ma- 
lice 
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lice bears ill-intention to. thoſe that 
have, innocently, given.it offence ; but 
way-lays to murder, frequently, any. 
one daring. enough: to expole it, 


7 
5 
2, 
= 
I: 
r 
S © 
25 


K 2 EIGHTH 


reer e 


— — r 


= * 4 4 2 


„„ 


ON SWEARING, LYING, AND: sTANDER- 


ING, VICcIOUs CONVERSATION, A 


IMPURB THOUGHTS: © RL 


4 


THz ficobd! name 55 God has fem ; s 


always conſidered, by every civilized. | 
nation, as a name, only, toſwear by with; 
awe and reverence im all judicial pro- 5 
ccedings- relating to the deciſion of pro- 5 
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perty, the preſervation of peace, and 


the ſecurity of government. And it 
certainly is cloſe appeal, to the con- 
ſcience, ſor fair information in matten 
of moment, which reflects honour on 
Human wiſdom. It requires of an evi- 
dence the whole truth, and nothing but 
the truth, of what he knows of the mat- 
ter on which he is going to be examined, 
and to remember that he has called b. 
on God to help him to deliver it.— This 
ſolemn engagement which the evidence 
makes of revealing all he knows of the 
affair, enjoins him doubly to ſpeak truth 
truth, left he offend his Maker, who is 
5 privy to every ſecret i in his heart, and 
who, at his great aſſize, will remember, 


- with every other evil work, every wicked 
| corals 
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become amenable to the laws of his coun- 


try, which rigorouſly provide againſt 


falſe-ſwearers, not affording the per- 
jured hope to eſcape the diſgrace of 


public ſhame. Such is the wiſe 
precaution of our law againſt this 
abominable crime. A ſacred oath is 


venerable and important, and there- 
fore ſhould not be profaned by tri- 
fling and unneceſſary application. 


But by what introduction the wicked 
practice of profane ſwearing came into 
cuſtom, 1 am at a loſs to conjecture. 
It is the moſt impious perverſi on of ſa- 
cred into profane, of a religious obliga- 
tion into vile profligacy that can be? 
mentioned. The worſt language is too 
good 
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concealment of evidence; truth, leſt he 
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% EARLY WISDOM: | 
'to form ſho it a ſufficiently deſery 


= x reproach.. 


The -/ moſt; notorious: 3 fioilh 
their ſayings with an oath to crown; as 


it were, all their wicked declarations. 
| Children we hear liſp oaths and blaſ. 


phemies, whoſe infant tongues ought 
only to know the language of inno- 


| cence and pe y. 


J am ſorry, for the honpur at; a fal. 


dier, it ſhould be often ſaid, of another, 


by way of compariſon, © he ſwears like 
a trooper.” But, how often do we hear 


inconſiderate mortals, ſo addicted to 


blaſphemy, as juſtly forfeits the privi- 
lege of ſpeech, uſe an oath with every 


 rrifling expreſſion. Nay, ſcrupl 3 
call on God to b—ſt their eyes, their 


limbs, 


limbs, their whole body, to all eternity, 
in a matter of no confequence. No- 

thing but the horrid common practice 
could make one frequently think other 
than that they had juſt eſcaped 8 


Bedlam. To hear a carter uſe this. 


language, and at the ſame. time to ſee 
him beating unmercifully over the head, 
and kicking a valuable horſe, entruſted; 


to his care, is diſtreſſing to humanity: 45 


This cruelty is puniſhable by law, and 
ſhould never be ſuffered to paſs unno- 


ticed. A good man is 0 to his 


beat. 8 


vail leſs with people i in high life than for- 


them, 
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Itis, indeed; much to be witho 1 5 
N ſwearing, which has been obſervedtopie-, 


—_ be . diſcountenar.ced by 


* 


ex. 
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| them, as well for the intereſt of religion, 


as for good example to the lower. 
It has been ſaid of that great and good 


Philopher Boyle, that, to teſtify | his 
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profound veneration for the name of 
God, he never mentioned it without a 
ſolemn paule. rg 5 
The Quakers retain a: uſe. of, SY 
mitive and holy converſation. My mind, 
at this moment, would pleaſingly oc- 
cupy itſelf, in revolving over the many 
innocent gratifications I derived in my 
youth from an acquaintance with two 
Quaker families which, although by the 


inducements, or career of human life, 
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verſe, now, indeed, death has ſuffered 
few of them to remain alive, yet, my ear- | 


ly impreſſions of eſteem for the ſurviving 
parts of theſe families will continue for 


my life. And while I would ſhew e re- 


| ligious propriety of an oath being uſed 


on any ſolemn occaſion, I hope not to 
incur the diſpleaſure of ſo peaceable 
and reſpectable a body as the Quakers. g 


The paſſages © Swear not at all.” „Let 


your communications be, yea, yea; nay, 


nay ;” are not to be partially abſtracted, 


they relate to preceding matter, and by 
what immediately follows—the' one of 


them explaining the other, are indubita- 


bly reſted from controverfy—-* Let yer 1 


communications be, yea, yea; nay, , Nay. 


The Fhatiſe to > whom' Jeſus was then 
French ; 
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| EARLY WISDOM, - 
in it mould ſects; tanght that 


perjury. was the only breach of the Third 
Commandment ; that people were only 
anſwerable for ſwearing by the name of 
God in public courts of juſtice ; that 
ſwearing was not ſinful; if they did not 
forſwear themſelves; and that in their 


common diſcourſe they might, without 
the leaſt fin, ſwear by any of the crea. | 
tures. But, in anſwer to ſuch abomi- 
nable principles and practices, Chriſt 


ſays, © Sweat not at all.” And, parti. 
cularizi ng the creatures, to denote what 


he meant, fays- « Neither by heaven, for 


it is God's throne; nor by the earth, 
for it is His ſootſtool: neither by Jeru 


ſalem, for it is the city of the great 
King. dicudet malt thou ſwear by thy 


head, 


FR” becauſe thou canft not male one 


hair white or black; but let your com- 


munication be yea, yea 3 nay, nay; - for ; 
whatſoever is more than theſe cometh _ 


of evil.“ It is clear from every compa- 


riſon of theſe paſſages, that Chriſt meant | 
not to ſupprefs oaths in public courts 
ol juſtice. But to filence quibble, Chriſt, = 
when before the High Prieſt, after an- 


ſwering nothing—holding his peace 
immediately honoured the oath, by ac- 
knowledging that he was Chriſt, the 
Son of God, when the High Prieſt ſaid, 


„ adjure thee, by the living God, 

that thou tell us, whether thou be the 
Chriſt, the Son of God,” when he ac- 
knowledged it ** replying, rho Halt | 


faid, e 


There 
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There is ſin and folly in telling an 
8 be it on whatever occaſion 
| that if ſeriouſly conſidered might be 
its own prevention. For if the lie be 
to avoid anger and puniſhment, it is 
diſhonourable as a deceit, and mean as 


unwillingneſs to acknowledge for an 
offence. A lie generally makes diſco. 
very of the very thing it was to hide; 
it adds errour to errour, and juſtly calls 
for twice the diſpleaſure and puniſn- N 
ment the fault otherwife would incur: 


whereas there is ſomething ſo amiable 


and engaging in the truth, that. it 
itſelf. conciliates. pardon, and an. open 
declaration. of it, with proportionate. 
forrow for having done wrong, e 
efleem. 


„ The 


— 
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2 


The character of a liar is diſpleaſing 
to every one. K liar has extreme diffi- 
culty. in obtaining. credit for a truth. 
I have ſat by with concern. on. hearing ; 
a perſon relate what I knew. to be fac; 5 
but which has been diſputed by the 
company becauſe he related it. They 
have contemptuouſly gone farther you | 
ſoot with a long bow. At another 
time I have heard. a; thing called in 
queſtion at the expence of a perſon's 
character, Who has choſen, perhaps, to 
render himſelf famous by diſplaying his | 
powers: of invention: O, I know that 
to tk ſuch a one's lie Alt is a danger- 

ous amuſement to ſport in fabricating 
falſehood. 5A name for veracity and | 
honour hereby is deſtroyed, which it is 
a. 
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guilty of a lie. 


xs neceſſary for a perſon to preſerve as 


for a banker to keep up his re putation 


| 0 being able to pay every juſt demand 
3 upon him at ſight. For a perſon whoſe 


racity and honour are doubtful will 


have his probity purpoſely tried As 


will a banker the leaſt ſuſpected be 


hard run.— If truth incur cenſure for 


the commiſſion of a crime it would not 
deny, it is ſpared the reproach of _ 


nour upon the ack 10 | 


It reflects n 


ſenſible part of the world that they 


much diſlike ſcandal. But what cha- 
racter is ſafe where ſo baneful a gueſt 
as a llanderer i is received and careſſed? : 


All people have their failings, though 
happieſt are they who have the feweſt, 


4 
and 
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and are e diſpoſed to make humane allow 
ance for human imperſections. Tcan- _ 
not think it leſs unjuſt to detract from . 
a perſon's reputation in his abſence 
than it would be to try, caſt, and con- 
demn a priſoner without bringing him 
to the bar to anſwer to the charges laid 
againſt him. A mind betrays real lit- 
 tleneſs which, ever fractious and uneaſy 
irſelf, ſpeaks evil of another to detract 
from his merit, and to diſturb his re- 
poſe, 
The dignity of a ſhould 112 
ver be debaſed by any word that may 
ſeduce the -mind to the leaſt evil deſire 
or wicked propenſity. For an immo- 
deſt word or alluring expreſſion i 18 encou⸗ 
raging to vice, and ill application of 
vol. I. 
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146 EARLY WISDOM. 
the organs of pech which Gate 
| ought only to be employed to the ho- 8 
nour of human nature. As rational 
and virtuous converſation is the moſt 
endearing tie of ſociety, it muſt be 
pleaſing tb the Supreme Being for the 
: powers he has given us to be ſo uſefully. 
improved. This converſation gives caſe 
to pain, and alleviates ſorrow in afford- 
ing, by its amuſement, a ſort of ſuſpen- 
ſion to the ills. It is a fund of the tru- 
eſt ſatisfaction a family can raiſe. A- 
mong relations it is the beſt nurſe of 
| proper love and affection between 
intimate friend and intimate friend it 
is ſweet communion z ſtrangers are 
bound by it in firm union and amity, 


| who before never ſaw each other; by 
this 


8 
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© . 1 | 

_ this powerful mediator enemies have 
become friends, by differences, they 
themſelves would never reconcile, being 

properly adjuſted every one, then, 
ſhould cultivate his converſation- ta- 
lents, whereon ſo much ſocial happineſs 
depends. In order to this to prevent 
any one in company engroſſing the 
whole, which, in ſhort, is not conver- 
ſation, but a rude interru ption of it—it : 
ſhould be remembered that ſuch mono- 
poly. of ſpeech ſpoils the pleaſure: va- 
riety would add; and that as what every | 
one ſays is a» change, ſo-it aſſiſts to 
enliven the whole. Nature-reminds here, 
eſ pecially young people, I have given 5 
you two ears and only one tongue, 
ihereſore-be ſparing of the latter, nr 
| 1 3 be ; 
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be careful that you be as ready to 


hear as to ſpeak. 


The advantages to be during from 


the converſation of ſenſible, informed, 
and polite people, are the beſt Finiſh 
education can receive. But to be pre- 


ſent to a virtuous, rational, and learned 
perſon, modeſtly and affabiy imparting 


with a ready flow of ſpecch to others 


ol the treaſures of his mind, amaſſed by 


the intenſe application of many labori- 


ous years, is to be preſent to the chief 
glory of the creation—is to obſerve 

oe : : | 
man ſoaring at that rank of intellectual. 


pre-eminence Which God originally de- 


figned him to enjoy. 
Such are the happy means which our 


beneficent God has given us to point 


out 
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out and communicate to each other the 
wonders of his aſtoniſhing creation 
thus to aſſociate agreeably together, 
and by a comparative ſtatement of our 
various ſituations in life, ſhew · one ano- 
ther that we are all the ſons and daughters 
of ſorrow; have all our griefs; have, as 
it were, a dreary wilderneſs to paſs 
| through, as à trial of our goodneſs, to 
AM happy country, where there 1s joy for 
virtue, The ruggedneſs of human life 
we muſt, in this manner, with a kin- 
dred ſympathy, make as ſmooth. as pat 
ö ſible to each other. 

But the Almighty has. given His; crea» 
ture man abundant cauſe for inceſſant 
thankfulneſs. What are the comforts: 

-of his mind in ſolitude, if it be but 
L3 uudes 
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under the direction of virtue! Be he 


* him he relies for ſafety and ſuccour; 


by ſhipwreck caſt upon a deſart iſland, 
he has God for his protector and friend; 3 


is mind is occupied in a proper appli- 


cation of ſuch things as preſent them- 


felves to his convenience. In ſuch a 


lonely ſituation we have inſtances of 


men not being very miſerable for want 


.of company. 
The 1 of the mind cannot be 
locked from us in the moſt ſecure pri- 


2 


ſon. Sir Walter Raleigh is a noble in- 
ſtance this. 


3 cc Then ae till, and anreftrain d, his mind 


Explor'd the vaſt extent of ages paſt, 
And with his priſon-hours enrich'd the world.” 


as Thomſon's Seaſon, 


But 
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But this active principle in man muſt 
not be ſuffered to operate at random 
 —mult not be left to the will of vice, 

but muſt be trained by the ſuggeſtions : 
of virtue muſt be attentively employ- 
ed on praiſe-worthy ſubjects, that may 
afford it pleaſing reflection, and train 
all the intellects, unitedly, to form a hap- 
py aſſociation for themſelves, and to 
extend rational delight in converſation 
with others. 
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ON TEMPTATIONS, AND THE ASSISTANCE 


OF THE HOLY SPIRIT TO RESIST 


- „ 


THEM. 


T* AT which is offered to the mind 
as a motive to ill is a temptation 


which it is a virtue to reſiſt. | 
Our preſent life is beſet with temp- 

tations for wiſe and good ends, far be- 

os Vvond 
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yond our right to enquire. We are f 
encompaſſed that it may be our virtue 
to eſcape: were there no temptation 
virtue would have no excitement to ac. 
tion. This we ſhould not repine at, 
or be ſo preſumptuous as to attempt 
to inveſtigate the reaſon, but leave it 
to the holy revelation of God, till that 
day of grand diſcovery, when our Capa- 
cities will be ſo enlarged as to com- 
prehend infinite wiſdom, 

In this our dark fate we can not by 
prying and ſearching find out God; it 
only becomes us to obtain, by attentive 
_ ſtudy, the beſt knowledge we can of 


ourſelves,—to know our weakneſſes, 


and * chem againſt evil inva- 
ſion. 5 | 7 


The 
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The tranſgreſſion of our firſt parents 
is a woeful example of the miſery that 


attends preſumptuous curioſity, and 
diſobedience to the Divine Will. In 


Paradife there was only the fruit of one 


tree forbidden, yet was that forbidden 
tree taſted, in inquiſitive contradiction, 
and depraved appetite, although of 


exery other tree in the garden they 


might freely eat, and be innocent in 


the enjoyment. Let this warn us, as 
we would not deſerve the like cenſure 
the blame caſt upon Adam and Eve, 
to be ſatisfied with allowable gratifica- 
tions which abound in the garden of 
life, and to refrain from indulgences 
which are pernicious and criminal. 
The bird knoweth the poiſonous berry 
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of the deadly night ſhade, and is got 
allured by its tempting appearance. 2 
Temptations are the firuggle,—the 
conflict we have to maintain, the con- 
queſt or defeat to virtue: the more 
virtue will ſtrive in the encounter, the 
likelier is ſhe to be triumphant. The 
Almighty is on her ſide, his Holy Spi- 
rit is powerful to aſſiſt her efforts his 
tender pity is excited by the reſolution 
of virtue to oppoſe vice.—Secing us in 
our weak ſtate, ſtriving to help our- 
- Felves, he *« will not ſuffer us to be 
55 ed above that we are able; but 
will with the temptation alſo make a 


F 


EARLY WISDOM. 257 
way to eſcape, that we : may be able to 
bear it.” : | 
Our bleſſed Lord gave us no exam- 
ples more ufeful than thoſe in which 
he reſiſted temptation. He was in the 
prime of life when Satan ſtrove ſo hard 
to deceive him—had on the one hand 
to reject the moſt ſeducing offers, which, 
on the other, the corrupt diſpoſition of 
human nature, eager after every grati- 
| fication, would prompt him to accept. 
Chbriſt was about thirty years old 
when he began his miniſtry—to this 
time he had lived a life of the ſtricteſt 
virtue, but now he had to undergo all 
the indignities that could be deviſed 
and paſſed upon him by wicked and 
artful men lalſe teachers, v hoſe doc- 
trines 
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trines and manners he had taken upon 
him the nature of man to o oppoſe and 
reform. 


The ceremony he ſubmitted to, be. 


fore his entering upon theſe holy func. | 


tions, was baptiſm by the hands of Saint 


| John, whoſe modeſty, although his dt. . 


vine Maſter came to him from Galilee 
for the purpoſe, cauſed him at firſt to 
decline doing it, ſaying, I have need 
to be . of thee, and comeſt thou 
to me.“ Io this the humble Jeſus an- 


ſwered, Suffer it to be ſo now, for 


thus it becometh us to falfil all figs 
ouſneſs: then he ſuffered him.” 


85 Matth. iii. 
This 


EARLY WISDOM, 159 
his was attended by God's acknow= 
ledgement of his Son, and approbation 
of his conduct. For as Jeſus came out 
of the water, lo, the heavens were 
opened, the Spirit of God deſcended 
upon him like a dove, and the heavenly | 
proclamation iſſued, * This is my bez 
loved Son, in whom I am well pleaſed” 
Then was Jeſus led up of the Spirit 


into the wilderneſs, to be tempted of 
the devil.” In this wilderneſs we find 
him ſubject to the calls of human na- 
ture—in want of food. He had mira- 
culouſly faſted forty days and forty 
nights - but now he hungered ; when 
the tempter, ever watchful to take any 


5 Matth. iv. 


advan- 
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advantage of us, came to him, and ſaid, 
If thou be the Son of God, command 


that theſe ſtones be made bread. There 
Was artifice in this that would provoke 


Jeſus to obey him by diſputing his 


power, and challenging him to prove 
by the performance that he was the 


Son of God. He would impiouſly inſi- 
nuate further, to occaſion the downfal 
he aimed, conſider thy ſtate, think how 
thou art deſerted, how great thy niecel- | 
fities are If thou be the Son of God, 


command that theſe ſtones be SON 
bread. 'y 


The anſwer Jeſus made, © Man ſhall 
not live by bread alone, but by every 


word that proceedeth out of the mouth | 


of God,” ſilenced Satan, and teaches us 
to 


EARLY WISDOM. tbr 
to rely upon God—that he never fails 
them that {eek him—that if the honeſt 
means to live be unpromiſing, we do 


urong to def; pair: Sufficient untothe 
day is the evil. chereof, - but we know not 
what a day may bring forth,” —if with 
patience and ſuffering we wait the event, 
it may be attended by a bleſſing :—how- 
ever it happen, or diſtreſſing our ſi- 
tuation become, to uſe any means for 


redreſs the leaſt unyuſtifiable, in a fit 
of ill-humour, deſpondency, or vexa- 


tion, is adding to the portion of trou- 
ble. But ſuch is the unhappy caſe of 
humanity to diſtreſs itſelf - to conſider 


every diſappointment as hard, to forget 
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whom the Lord loveth he chaſteneth — 
theſe ſalutary thoughts are diſcouraged 


ones, and bearable evils are aggravated 


the devil, does not mean that we are to 


has taught us to pray againſt lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.” It was an extraordinary inſtance 
to ſhew the willingneſs of the Holy 
Spirit to aſſiſt us at all times to with- 

: ſtand tempration, —even when we are 


that S608 frequently comes of evil, chat 


—imaginary ills at length produce real 


until, by the encouragement of impa« 
tience, they n to "oe "SRO 
grievances. 

The Spirit of God leading Jeſus 
into the wilderneſs to be tempted of 


run into temptation—this our. Lord 


alone, 


EARLY WISDOM. __ by; 
alone 5 when, be ing beſet ; by | powerful 
enticements to fin, we are tempted to 
indulge in them, fancying we may 

do ſo undiſcovered ; - then this internal 
monitor would remind us of the all- 


| ſeeing eye of God, from whom no . 
crets are hid. . 5 
The devil . 4 in this at- 
tempt to beguile our Lord, determines 
upon a plan to perſuade him to deſtroy 
himſelf, © taking him up into the holy 
city, and Netting him on a pinnacle of 
the temple, ſaith unto him, If thou be 
the Son of God, caſt thyſelf down.“ 
The more forcibly to urge him to this 
act of ſelf-murder, he, with great ſub- 
 tlety, quoted, in a partial manner, a 
paſſage of the Pſalms, as deſigning 
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commentators frequently do fem the 


0 holy ſcriptures to deceive their readers 


by falſe doctrine. x be paſſage the de. | 


ceiver here-uſed relates only to the righ-. 


teous, that no evil ſhall happen to them, 


a the Lord ſhall give his angels 55 


charge over _ to keep hem in all 


their ways. 
In this evil way did he pervert the 


_ paſſage, uſing it to tempt Jeſus to caſt 


himſelf headlong ; that he would receive 
no'injury from it; that God would give 


his angels charge over him; that they 


would bear him up would not ſuffer a 


ſtone to hurt his foot, But here the 


tempter was foiled, he may entice, but 


he cannot force us into his wiles: Jeſus 
replies with ſome. earneſtneſs, © It is 


Write 


* 
- 
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written, again, thou ſhalt not n the 
Lord thy God.“ | 1 
Satan's vile importunities one would 
ſuppoſe had now exhauſted his inven- 
tion; but, ever ruminating to effect the 
fall of man, he deviſes another deluſive 


deſire our Redeemer would | worſhip 


| him; and to tempt him to this, takes 
him up to an exceeding high moun- 
tain, from whence ſhewing him all 
the kingdoms of the world, and the 


glory of them, ſaith unto him, *All 


theſe things will I give thee, if thou 
wilt fall down and worſhip me.” The 


indignation of our Lord at this was 


very expreſſive :=— Get thee hence, Sa- 
tan; thou ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy 
M 3 God, 
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God, and him only ſhalt thou ferve.” 
The repulſe was effectual the devil 
left him immediately, and behold, an- 
gels came and miniſtered unto the tri- 
umphant Son of God. This example 
ſhews us to hold the grandeurs of this 
world in contempt, if our virtue is to 
be the purchaſe, and as they are the laſt 
baits to fin, after other temptations fail. 
Le ſhould be cautious of ſuch danges- 
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OUS allurements. 


TENTH 


TENTH LECTURE. 


| ON THE RUINOUS CONSEQUENCES OF KEEP- 


ING BAD COMPANY. 


AINT Paul had that practical know- 
ledge of the world, which enabled 
him feelingly to ſpeak of the ſcenes 
acted in it—to deſcribe things as they 


really TY and to Sive ſalutary coun- 
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166 EARLY WISDOM. 
It ſhould ſeem as if this apoſile's 


favourable opinion of the human heart 
inclined him to think that it. fall into 
more ſin through bad example, than 


from its own natural depravity. He 


therefore gave this proverb to guard it 
from ſeduction. * « Evil communica- 
tions corrupt good manners.” There 


is ſuch ſimplicity in this that all migin 
underſtand it; ſuch wiſdom as is found- 


ed on a thorough. acquaintance of hu. | 
man nature; ſuch truth as cannot be 


controverted, and will be confirmed by 


the concurrence of every age; for 
doubtleſs to the end of time parents 


will teach it their children as an infalli- 


* 1 Cor. XV. 35. 


ble 
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ble maxim. As no advice appears to 


be more the reſult of experience than 
that contained in this eaſtern © adage, 


Evil communications corrupt good 
manners,” ſo we conſtantly hear it ap- 
plied to the young and unſkilled in life, 
by all who have welt ſtudied and know 
the world, and who from ancient and 
modern hiſtory and reflection, find that 


agreeably to the ſimilarity of vices in : 
our time, to the vices of the ancients,” 
ſo the maxims which were to correct 


the vices of the ancients tend equally 
to correct the vices of the moderns. 


The paſſage before us is of ſerious im- 

port, and claims our particular atten- 

tion. For as of whatever good or ill 

we learn, much depends upon the ex- 
5 * 
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ample before us—ſo i it is firſt expedient 
that the example be good, and next, 


that we ſtrictly endeavour to fellow it. 


Saint Paul, before his converſion to 
Chriſtianity, had been driven by the 
career of human errour, violently to 


oppoſe Chriſt's doctrine. But the ſin- 


cerity of conviction that led him after. 


ward to embrace it, made him one of 


its firm ſupporters. We find him 


a brought before King Agrippa to anſwer 


this; but we do not find him here the 


leaſt awed to a denial of his principles, 


but avowing them with ſuch zeal as at 


firſt made King Agrippa : pronounce 


that much learning had made him mad. 
Saint Paul, however, argued the caſe 


with ſuch truth and ſoberneſs, that at 


* 


length 


EARLY WISDOM. ww 
length Agrippa exclaimed to his pri- 
ſoner, ** Almoſt thou perſuadeſt me to 
be a Chriſtian.” To which the apoſtle 
replies, © I would to God that not only 
thou, but alſo all that hear me this day 
were both almoſt and altogether ſuch as 
1am, except theſe bonds.” | | 

« Evil communications corrupt good 
manners,” deſerves the inveſtigation of 
thought, as the more we reflect upon * 

it, and the ſerious ills we are liable to 
from the infection of ill example, the 
more valuable it muſt be conſidered, as 
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an excellent preventive in making us 
cautious with whom we aſſociate, leſt 
ve connect ourſelves with bad people 


Acts xxvi. 28. 


that 


172 TARLY WISDOM. 
that we cannot eaſily ſnake off, or be 
ünſenſibly led to fall into their way of 
thinking. The power of habit is not 
greater in ſubjecting us to continue the 
| uſe of a good or bad old cuſtom, than ii 
is in cauſing us tocontract much of the 
good or bad diſpoſition and manners of 
others with whom we hold frequent inter 
courſe and familiarity. This being plainly 
the caſe, it is every one's great intereſt 


toexamine narrowly into his own private 
conduct; —to view the habits he has 
formed, and reſolutely to correct thoſe 
which the uſe of may any way inconve. 
nience him, or give him uneaſineſs on 
reflection. Let nim moderate ſuch of 
them as incline to any exceſs, and rouſe 
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the indolent ones by exertion. If he 
never have duly proportioned his rime, 
have not conſidered that a neceſſary oc- 
cupation of it is requifite to the well 


doing of all things, even to any one 


ming, be it ever ſo trivial; let this be 
done without delay. If he, heretofore, 


have not thought of the ſtrict order 


and method the well doing of every 
affair requires let ſuch rules now be 


his ſtudy and guide, previous to his 


commencement of every future action 
—remembering that whatever is done 
at random can prove but a very imper- 


| fect performance. If his temper have 
heretofore been ruffled by every petty in 
that occurred, and he have received 
much good without ſhewing in return 
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the ſmiles of enjoyment ; — let the evils 


be has fo aggravated, and the pleaſures 
he has ſo ſpoiled, teach him the advan. 
tages of better humour. 


One habit, whatever other private 


ones he have formed, is eſſential to his 
cComfortable being to contract, and ſted- 
faſtly to maintain: I“ mean the habit of 


directing his thoughts regularly to Him 
from whom all good things do come; to | 
beſeech his direction to him in all his g 


ways, his bleſſing to him in all his 


works. This habit will give circum- 
ſpection to every other, will excite in 


him ſuch a deſire to be good, as will 
help to deliver him from evil. 


He who is thus trained to the habits 


of private virtue, will not readily yield 


1 


to aby folicicerion: in the world. It 


qualifies him for public life. He has 
in retirement been diſciplined to ſubdue 
evil deſires, and is able to reſiſt vices 


| that may attack him here. Rectitude : 


governs him he will not commit an 


unjuſt, a diſhonourable, or mean action. 


He concerts his plans with deliberation, 
and carries them into effect with induſ- 


try :—he finds his reward. He riſes to 


fame, but not upon the wings of ambi- 


tion; as Ephraim he riſes, who by mo- 


deſty exalted himſelf i in Iſrael. Every 
ſtation of honour he fills, being led to 
it by an upright mind, he fills with dig- 
nity and eaſe, and his name is bleſſed ;— 
the public voice is heard in his praiſe. 
He has the eſteem and friendſhip of the 
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good, and not uncommonly the appro. 
| bation and applauſe of the wicked. 
| Theſe are the pleaſures and peace 


which await on virtue. Is ſhe not love. 
5 ly? Let us follow her. She would 
lead us to the haven where we would be. 
But as virtuous habits come by our en- 
couragement of virtuous deſires, and 
keeping good company, ſo vicious ha- 
bits come by our encouragement of 
vicious deſires, and keeping bad com- 
pany. To prove the latter, —a ſinful 
idea indulged is ſoon followed by ano- 
ther, and another, and another, — each 
equally ſinful though each differ from 
the other. Theſe form a ſeries of evil 
thoughts, which at length become 
en deſires, expreſſed by as wicked 
con- 


EARLY WISDOM. 77 
verſation, and ſought to be gratified in 
the haunts of profligacy to the loſs of 


much human life in the prime of man- 


hood, and in hoary age; to the nipping 
the bud or bloſſom of youth. 
The frequent executions before New- 


gate are affecting admonition—ſad 


example of the direful conſequences 


of keeping bad company, which the 


wretched ſufferers, to warn the ſur- 


rounding ſpectators, affure them, in their 
expiring moments, was the beginning to 


their IE end, 
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ELEVENTH LECTURE. 


ON THE CHOICE OF COMPANIONS, AND _ 


SINCERITY IN FRIENDSHIPS, 


Ss 5 E Weit of two or three cerfoith! 
who poſſeſs amiable diſpofitions, 
and delight to oblige each other, 18 
happy intercourſe. Children ſo com- 
bining with their cherub innocence, is 
angelic picture that gives no mean idea 
of heavenly communion. The virtus 
ous 5 friendſhips of youth are a a ſource 
N a | of | 
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gem, to be choice of it, leſt any how, 
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of friendſhips for manhood; i they are ſo 


impreſſtve and pleaſing to retrace, that 
they are not faintly remembered, but 


are recounted with delight by age. 
They are precept to men to deſpiſe 


the odious principles of a ſelf. intereſted 


mind, that would form no connection 


void of mean deſign of ſome worldly 7 
advantage. Generous friendſhips are 


the circles of human comfort; and al- 
though we would not have a falſe fone 


impoſed on us as a precious jewel, we / 


would yet be cautious leſt we refuſe a 
precious jewel when proffered to us, 
fancying it to be but a falſe ſtone, offered 


by impoſition to cheat us. And it is 
neceſſary, when we do poſſeſs a valuable 


by. 


* 
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by rough uſage, it receive injury ; at our 
hands. | ; 
The ſecret ſatisfaction that ſprings 
from knowing one has, in an agreeable 
companion, a true friend, ſhould not 
make us forget that when a perſon has 
proved himſelf to be our true friend, we 
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_ ought to make large allowance, if he 


© nl 

Farr” © 

8 
& 


LIED 


have not very engaging behaviour, either 
through want of nature's gifts, or his 
neglect in not cultivating the good ta- 
lents, of which ſhe has given him a 
very liberal poſleſſion. Yet it is a very 
pitiable £ ght to behold _ natural 
parts lie waſte. 
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The choice of companions muſt be | 
directed by virtue, if the end thereof 
is to be happy. A parent's circum- 
N T © ſpection 


82 EARLY WISDOM. 
ſpection is the firſt eſſential care to 
prevent a child having a ſervant of bad 
morals or converſation; and the ſecond 5 
is to provide him good play- mates 
Such muſt be diſcarded whoſe words 
and manners betray an unhappy ma- 
nagement they are under at home — 
that they are not bent to grow in 2 
right direction. The great duty of a 
child, in return for a parent's anxiety to 
ſhield him from vicious company, is to 
ſhun the company a parent ſo forbids, and 
to remember that this early precaution 
- to him is a charge which will highly 
increaſe his guilt, if, as long as he live, 
he ute not the like care to avoid form- 
ing evil acquaintances. The diſpoſitions 
and talents of children naturally vary as 
: much 
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gro n people, and their minds are more 


impreſſible, becauſe of the variety of 
images they have to receive. This | 
ſuggeſts in favour of their aſſociation, 


that a heavy boy may be improved by 
intimacy with a fprightly boy, a learned 


boy give emulation to a dugce, and a 


polite boy reform one of ill manners. 


It is to be underſtood, that girls pro- 


bably require a till nicer eye, leſt they, 
from example in infancy, contract little 
freedoms that may increaſe to be rather 
indelicacies, ill e to adorn their 
innocence. 3 


As youth advances it is expected to 
ſhew proof of its own good conduct, 


in behaying well at any time during a 
| Na parent's 
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much as the diſpoſitions and talents of 
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parent's abſence, for a parent cannot 


fledged bird, to try its wings, on ven. 


tures at firſt to a branch near the neſt, 
youth muſt 160k around and be ſenſible 
of the many accidents to which it be- 


comes expoſed, and which its own cau- 
tion is neceſſary to prevent. But its 


judgment is to be confined to its proper 


ſphere, to know the good and bad quali- 
ties of its company, and to attach itſelf 


to thoſe moſt worthy of a place in its 
regard. Beyond this it muſt not yet 


venture to act for itſelf, leſt, as a chicken 


diſtant from its mother becomes a 
hawke's prey, which, had it been near, 
| ſhe would have defended under her 


wings, —youth in like manner fall into 
| 5 en, 
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unſuſpected wiles, from which the ex- 


perience of a parent would be protec- 


cion. 


When young debe 6 © come of age,” 
as is the phraſe, they arrive at that | 


critical period of life which is to de- 
years are allowed a ſort of free agency 


to act at diſcretion, rather than under 


parental reſtraint. But this is a trial of 


their goodneſs. If they now remain at 
home, their wiſdom will be beſt mani- 
feſted by a continued filial ſubjection 
to that parental governance by whoſe 
affection they have been nurſed and 
reared ; paternal counſel will ſtill be 


conſulted and honoured ; maternal ten- 


derneſs will be had in grateful remem- 
brance. 
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26 EARLY WISDOM. 
brance. Their parent's manſion will 
not be diſturbed by noiſe and folly | 
but they will be comforted by rational 
Intercourſe. If they now have a ſeparate 
| houſehold, their diſcretion has 3 wider 
field for action. Nature will direct their 
ſleps to pay due homage under the 
paternal roof; the man now appears 
honouring the fire. That the father, 
when he viſits his ſon, may ſit with joy 
at his table, the company that ſurround 
it are ſelected with the wiſdom that his 
father and his mother taught him; the 
head of it is graced by one in whom 
reſide every female virtue; they on her 
1 ght hand rejoice to call her daughter; 
ſhe filially is pleaſed in calling them 
father and mother; at the bottom fits 
„ 1 her 


exe 
S2 SHEN. 


2 + 8 NA err 2 —_ - = wh. tele: 
r — 2 8 po 3 — "_ C 8 bY 2 : 
+ _ . Fas — * N 5 2 Y; „ Nen 8 7 On Ic ae EX 2323 77 4 2 . 
2 — — ͤ— i wo - 4 — 7 Omg; E 8 — 7 l 8 — gs — — po ML » Cone I x — nt, - 2 — yy _— 
2 2 * - — . ned 2 2 6 * « >» 0m. ere * N jy — "+ 9 p 0 q = 2 * 
r oo \ a ae n * — * nd oe ee: l * . 1 yo <bagyy i ery” CN door ne; Scheer > r — 2 ron c——_ r 
- J 7 RM ! - — : 4, woo — ———— —— og coco INE Pan : 
— O — — ” _ yy — —— —u—j4 1 — — — 


1 n 
2 * — 
= 2 C 12 N 2 Ls ＋ 
N 4 ard - * De err R . 
2 
1s dag „ „„ — — — 


— — — 2 „ 2 2324 ASS ts na IF I. a OC EI o > = 1 oy CY = . =. - . _— = 1 
— 4 — I — a th Crag. r PROVEN >the ts. 45” \ _—_ —_—_ - = =_ 2 _— — = 
1 — — f 8 6 FP! - IS SN as Zed ard 1 a = — — —_— r n — 
- 7 2 — TE yur ec ä — == — —— 3 1 - 
7 L a =» vie. — E 8 <A. N D Nr FF ow 3 — — — a _ 8 " K — —_ =_ > 
. — 5 b 5 8 * 4 . os N E - 2 . - „ bh - l _— ö n C TEES 
* 88 7 a : C Y x F — rot, = _ » l 1 l > " * 3 by 
35 ” . * = 6 — +; —— — — 2 - N > - = q = wo > __ 2 
* de Ss rr 2 a 7 OE OOO b l = - = = x — 6. ra; a : n_ —— 8 
DDr — — r 8 * g - * AY 2 * 9 len * W Soo SS R or P 
* » CR EE = 5 2 — bog 2 2 2 — palin = A - . —— 8 * SN - { n * © 8 — y 2 = 3 
* » 3 3 — SL r ù— G b hes tb dan}, . 2 2 = Gore: _ OPTI 9 — 2 
= 22 "3 el Lang 5 Deen r. TIS 7 N 5 FFF — a C Dre 
6 Wu - 3 * EO IP.” 1467 . 222 NN rr n 3 es r 
p — " Te ow 4 


— — 
— 


Sul 10744 
* nah * 
RE _— 
" 2 


—— - 
N A EK). had 
8 F 4 
2 ne on 2 
5 ——— 2 rs we Fg 
82 D 


— 


— — , 2 — wy , ; 
Ps — * i 8 0 . | | | = A - : 
| | | 2 | ; 7 x PTY PETTY 
2 Aki - 5 — 0 a 5 - f =. 2 5 = = Ie" rf r n — 2 > men — bows we'd «8: : - — 
2 * — 1 F ; thy , oy W by! _—_— ef A ep rw a i AA. CE SS nes in pI FINE — = = _— = = | _— = 
1 O 2 : L 4 = fa we \ \ 2 2 . 3 A Z or iro wn mand eo 8 GE ents is = RN OY | 245 : | 
p 5 — 2 - 1 » 2 r — — 2 eh 4 9 < OO 4.0 2 Wr — * _ "TY N we \ | | — 
_ Nee Y 5 r heb . 2 3 N. 2 row Se, n — > th. 7 dap Saeed x3 | In p —— ee, RL te Ones 204.68 2 . — ——— — _ * — 
8 _ 2 2 —.— - 5 ET N n 22 © . 22 . E * : — Dane — . — a 
4 — 3 — 7 — en 7 44 : h ; | | | | 
— * _  —— —_ A > ebb * — - o — > 2 . 
f : : 
* - - f 


8 


EARLY WISDOM. 187 


her beloved ; her olive branches are 
around; they are grand- children, giving 
delight and receiving bleſſing :—here the 
old man ſees his ſon's juvenile friend, 
the companion of his youth ; they often 
repair together to talk over old paſtimes, 
and enjoy the preſent ; their acquaint. 
ance is of that ſtanding that began in 
infancy, was promoted by virtue, and 
will be attended through life by Un- 
cerity. But there ſits a newer acquaint- 


ance, which, having been choſen with 
precaution, does him honour; and al- 


though it be evident, his cleaving to 
his older friend, yet the new one he treats 


vith every mark of ſincere eſteem, 
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TWELFTH LECTURE. 


ON THE DUTIES OF CHILDREN TO PA- 
RENTS, BROTHERLY AND SISTERLY: 
LOVE, BEHAVIOUR To MORE DISTANT 


5 RELATIONS, AND THE RESPECT DUE TO 


SOCIETY. 


GREEN bough ſhooting out of 


the hollow trunk of a tree, is an 


object in the natural which may afford 


uſeful reflection to the moral world. 
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It would ſeem to renovate the tree 
whence-it ſprang, or nouriſh it in de- 
clining years. . 
There cannot, I think, 85 a greater | 
ſtain upon human nature than for a 
child to be inſenſible to the ten thou- 
ſand obligations it ſtands indebted to a 
parent. A child that has the ingrati- 
tude ever to treat a parent with dif. 
honour, and let it want any ſuccour it 
can give it in age, he, if he live long. 
cannot expect to ſee good days. | 
A mother has anxious years, and days, 
and nights, to aſſiſt her child—in endea- 
vouring to ſave it from the grave in 
ſickneſs, to protect it from many dangers 
in health, to invent it a variety of plea- 


fares, er that its fickleneſs may be ever 
. | ſupplied 
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ſupplied with a new entertainment to. 
| ſucceed the old one. A mother's love. 
for her children, from their birth to 


their years of maturity, and until ſhe 


ſces them happily ſettled, is her con- 
tinual ſolicitude. A father has all theſe 


affections, with every active part to 
perform, which can yield his family 
preſent comfort, and promote his chil. 
dren's welfare in the world. Theſe ob- 
ligations are a debt from which the 
moſt dutiful child can never be acquit= 
ted. The longeſt life the parent and 


elf can have. to live, is inſufficient 


time to diſcharge i it in. The debt has 


been long contracting, and is an amount 


of ſo much ſterling love, lodged by the 
parent with his child perpetually, for 


years 


— 9. 2 nes 1 


_ 
4 
- 4 
— =_ — 2 — — AAS <a eee a4. Mn - - my 4 A - 
* — Uu¹ẽvũéòqꝗf é... « -õ44m4&8à4—ů4.ͤ —?:½2 — 
8 : 72 2 * e Serbs et ent 1 
. U wi, 4 — by Tp * 4 avy * 5 3 25 * 
2 = - p : G 1 * 1 y 7 * 
N 2 N 8 er rite, a v : N 
n ; * 9 1 . 3 N 5 
ts 225 * e AR Cat c 4 : l 
\ L e a beg nn oe OR LINES : 
n , r 


. —— — — 35 
a n $9 - 
12 2 n 


Rr 5 N n „ 5 7 3 : 
8 r 2 bbs 4 9 8 A 
Rl MOOT U D Sw An oh one uv 88 5. ae = = n 
=, wt , - . * 1 E & 
= = 3 * N — Nen . — n 
= DI I STE OE TITS bo au ni e \ ==" 


192 EARLY WIS DOM. 


years together, and has ſo. accumulated 
by intereſt upon intereſt, that every 
payment of the: moſt induſtrious filial 
gratitude can never be eſtimated. at 
more than as a ſmall acknowledgment 
of the. whole. 5 Were it neceſſary, in 
order to know nature, to do more than 
ſtudy her, we might conſult the 
5 Perience of paſt. ages, whether parental 
inſtinct ſnould be ſtronger motive to 


love than filial gratitude, | The Chineſe 
have ever puniſhed with ſeverity chil- 
dren's diſobedience to parents. Nay, 
their laws inflict death upon a ſon, if 

he ſtrike his father. It was the wiſdom 
of Greece to conſider obedience to pa- 

5 rents as the baſis of all government; 


en although the Romans Were a more 
turbulent 
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turbulent people, their youth were hum- 


ble to parents. And to guard againſt. 


parents not keeping their children in 
order, it being thought injurious to the 


laws to exact from their children im- 
plicit ſubmiſſion. . 8 8 6 

Next we have to think of the union 
«hich ſhould ever ſubſiſt between bro- 


thers and ſiſters, as this is of the utmoſt, 
conſequence to promote family concord. _ 


It muſt be unſpeakable grief to pa- 
rents to ſee their children not dwell to- 


gether in unity. This ſhould be deemed 
ſufficient to prevent theſe. worſt of all, 


quarrels. But it is ſhocking tha 
molt irreconcilable differences happen 
between the neareſt. relations, and be- 
To 83 tween 
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tween thoſe, not allied by bloc but 
who, from fi milarity of mind and man- 


ners alone, have been led to form great 


ſriendſhips. Yer ſo it is. Theſe un. 


| | happy differences probably ariſe from 


an exceſs of kind affection on both 
ſides, very ill governed each feeling ſo | 
hurt by the lighteſt inadvertency of 
the other towards it, as to expect un. 
reaſonable conceſſions. Theſe are re- 


| fuſed, —from an opinion that they ſhould 
: not have been re quir e d fro m ſo friendly 


a quarter no apology is given; the 
breach haſtily widens; each other's ſin- 
cerity is accuſed; violence inſtantly 


| takes place, or dark looks ſucceed, that 
coolneſs, which rankles in the breaſt, 
and ſettles in hatred. > his 1 is a mon- 


V ſtrous 


K 
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ſtrous debaſement to human nature —ſo | 
to give into extremes, from inceſſant 5 

kind attentions to each other, to ſhyneſs" 
and animoſity; from being each others 
friend to being each other's mortal enemy. : 
Let brothers in ſo deplorable a caſe 
ſpeedily repair to each other, and mu- 
tally endeavour to extract the beam 
and the mote out of each other's cye.— 
Let them embrace. and Joy in recon- 
ciliation that a parent, whoſe heart, 
perhaps, has been bleeding over their 
acrimony - more than“ if they were not,“ 
may chear up, and be comforted ;—that _ 
they may dry up the tears of a weeping. | 


ſiſter, bewailing a parent's anguiſh, and 
the diviſion of her brothers. Let the 
effect prevent any future diſagreement. 

| Oo bin foe 


0 
195 EARLY WI SDO M. 9 
Let each reaſon with himſelf thus: 

ſhall 1 | envy my brother, as Joſeph 3 

envied of his brethren? No; leſt in the 
days of his proſperity, and my adverſity, 
I be ſtung by remorſe. of - conſcience, 
and my brother not like Joſeph re- 
quite the evil that I did him. Neither 
let me covet my brother's birth- right, 
nor his bleſſing, as Jacob did Efau's, 
for what good can I therefrom expe 
Let me not lift up my hand againſt my 
brother, for fear I be curſed as Cain 
But in every. thing let me love him 
with the love of David and Jona- 
than; —ſay, as Judah of Joſeph, ** he 
is our brother and our fleſh.” If any 
misfortune befal him, let me be his 
cComforter, as Jonathan was to David in 
5 the wood, and ſay, as did David over 
Jonathan, 
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Jonathan, I am diſtreſſed for thee, my 
brother.” Let us no more than David 
and Jonathan be divided but by our 
dcath.—Brothers and filters ſhould live 
in ſuch harmony and love; make every | 
kind allowance for each other's failings; 
be mutually concerned in each other's 
uneaſineſſes and pleaſures; and join heir 
aſſiduities to comfort à parent in ill 
health, or oppreſſed by care, or n 
under whatever calamity. 5 
We are to regard more diſtant rela- 
tions with family affection, as branches 
of the ſame ſtock, — Their indiſcretions 
ſhould 'grieve us, and ereate in us an 

intereſt to reclaim them. We ſhould 
feel ſorrow for their : adverſity, and, if 
able, extend aſſiſtance to their wants. | 
O:3 Their 
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T heir proſperity ſhould pleaſe us as 2 
: _—_ bleſſing. _ ) 30 ©) Ln 


— 


The diverſity of operations eflential 


to our conveniencies and pleaſures, is 
the tie of providence to unite us in 


civil ſociety, rendering every one ſome 


74 way, in mind or body, uſeful to another. 
The Almighty has ſo intermingled the 


intereſts of mankind, that in proportion 


as we behave well or 1ll to each other, 
is, commonly, the reſult to us of ſatiſ- 


faction and uneaſineſs; nay, of good 
and bad ſucceſs.— As of the body, the 


eye cannot ſay unto the hand, I have 
no need of thee: nor again the head to 


the feet, I have no need of you.—So are 


ve, from the higheſt to the loweſt the 


learned and the ignorant, the ſenſible 
M 5:1 
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and the dull, the robuſt and the weakly 


—all neceſfary to each other. 


This is the ſecure link of the pro- 


vidential bond of mutual convenience. 
In like manner as we thus, indivi- 
dually, ſeek our intereſt among one ano- 


ther, it is to be ſecured by behaving as 


good members of the body politic in 
endeavouring to promote the public 
welfare by ſpeaking reſpectfully of our 


conſtitution, and being obedient to its 
gover nment. For national troubles, un- 


avoidably, produce private griefs ;—as 
the times we live in afford an unhappy 
inſtance that domeſtic diſcontent and 
broils bring heavier calamities upon a 
nation than eder war. 
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H E ignorance of unlettered Africa 


and America,—compared with the 


mental cultivation of Eur ope ;—the pre- 


ſent degeneracy of Aſia, with the paſt 


learning of the celebrated century of 


Greece; and, individually, the refined 8 


European with the European in bar- | 
bariſm—diſcoverable by his ſpeech: and 
manners—ſhew the darkneſs of the 

human 
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human mind in its native ſtate. as 
mournful perſpective. But the im- 
provements ſupplied the mind by edu. 
cation of knowledge to knowledge— 
of pleaſure to pleaſure, communicate 
idea how, in its immortal ſtate—freed of 


corporeal ſhackles—it will be infinitely 


e the enjoyment of all 
My 


Supreme wiſdom ls graciouſly, ne not 


hidden from the ready comprehenſion 
of man, to know conveniencies neceſſary | 
to his comfortable being,—but the at- 
tainment to judge with the leaſt accuracy 
of high things, whether of divine or 
human, we can only expect to acquire, 
ina proportionate degree, as we employ 
the means which the * Almighty: has 


f 
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given us to promote ſuch end, and as 


we intreat his bleſſing on Gels ſtudy. 2 
In the early ages of the world God 
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inſpired man with extraordinary wiſdom 
to anſwer his divine purpoſes. - Moſes 
he thus favoured, as we read at large, 
in his books of Geneſis and Exodus ;— 
% * Moſes was learned in all the wiſdom 
of the Egyptians, and was mighty in 
words and in deeds.” —Joſeph ſo ex- 
| ceeded in wiſdom all the magicians of 
the Eaſt that Pharaoh, having his dream 
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interpreted, and provident counſel by 
him, ſaid 1, Foraſmuch as God hath 
ſhewed thee all this, there is none ſo 
. diſcreet ys wiſe as thou art :—Thou 


* "Atta 1 vii. 22. 


+ Gen. Ix. 39, 4. 
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unto thy word ſhall all my people be 


ruled: — Only in the throne will I be 
greater than thou.“ Referring you to 


the innumerable ſeripture- recorded in- 
other holy men in ancient times, I paſs 


on to Solomon. He being young when 


his father king David died, the Lord 


appeared to him in a dream, and ſaid *, 
« Aſk what I ſhall give thee.” And 
Solomon ſaid, thou haſt ſhewed unto 
thy ſervant David, my father, great 


mercy, according as he walked before 
thee in truth and in righteouſneſs, and 


: In uprightneſs of heart with thee ; and 


thou haſt Kept for him this great kind- 


1 Kings iii, 
| nels, 
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neſs, that thou haſt given him a ſon to 
ſit on his throne, as it is this day. And 
now, O Lord, my God, thou haſt made 
thy ſervant king, inſtead of David, my 
father —And I am-but 4 little child 1 
know not how to go out, or come in. 
And thy ſervant is in the midſt of thy 
people which thou haſt choſen, a great 
people, that cannot be numbered nor 
counted for multitude. Give, therefore, 
thy ſervant an- underſtanding | heart to 
judge thy people, that I may diſcern 
between good and bad: for who is able 
to judge this, thy, fo great à people.“ 
And the ſpeech pleaſed the Lord that 
Solomon had aſked this thing. And, 
lo, he received an underſtanding heart, 
ſo that, the ſacred. writings inform us, 
| - there 


' 
5 
5 4 
5 
— 
1 
3 
2% 
* 
1 
* 
- — 
n 
5 * 
F._: 
5 
5 
£7 
„ 
+ 
2 I 
Y 
{8 21 
6 
5 6 
3 
- 
- 3 
1 
L 7 
* 
1 
8 
80 
2 
1 
72 
2 
> 2 
3 8 
& 
3 
5 
* 5 
* 
7 
ve 
« 
G 
2 
1 
1 *. 
2 
TIP 
6 = 
4 
7 = * 
SF 
* 
* — 
N - 
7 IN 
I 
-F © 
I 
12 
oF? 
'S- 
483 
TY 
. 
e- 
Ty: 
7 9 
5 
7 
by 
1 
o 
By 
. 
_ 
1 
1 
5 
Ds 
Da, 
- 
Sr 
; 
Oo 
„ 
f 
at 
2 
\ 
; 
7 
* 
* 


, 
* 
$. £ 
2 us 
Zn 
Sx 
x- 7 
+ o 
8 . 
_ 
I 
8 * 
7 


2 2 
. ³˙¹1 OP So 4 As A, —— 4 — — 
x i 3 ** * 
— 2 l * — OT —— Y 
2 Mites 1" He: Lars AA 
hb 


NN 8 a 
gre eee 
x _ FRM 
* * 
1 h 
f on 


r 
8 
_ ESE 2s 
Sas 


* n 
— FLY n 
eee 
— 
3 


256 EARLY. WISDOM: 


there was none like kim before.” — 
Solomon did not entreat the Almighty 
for ſumptuous palaces, but we have 


grand deſcripti ve* of the temple which, 
| he built for holy worſhip the moſt 
ſplendid ſtructure the world ever ſaw. 
Riches: were no part of his requeſt, yet 
a whole chapter F is taken up to give 
an account of them. And, although 
long life was not his petition, the time 
that he t reigned in Jeruſalem: over all ; 
Iſracl was forty years.” | nxt 0 
Solomon gave an early inſtance of his! 
prayer being heard, though it ſhould, 
ſeem to be made in a dream. For, 


1 Kings v. 
+4 Kings x. 
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EARLY WISDOM. 27 
as is in the ſame chapter, being, ſoon 
after it, at Jeruſalem before the ark of 
the covenant of the Lord, to offer 
burnt-offerings and peace. offerings, two 
vomen came before him to diſpute con- 
cerning a child: * And the one woman 
fad, O my Lord, I and this woman 
dwell in one houſe; and I was delivered 
of a child with her in the houſe. And' 
it came to paſs the third day after that 
I was delivered, that this woman was 
delivered alſo: and we were together; | 
there was no ſtranger with us in the 
houſe, ſave we two in the houſe, And 
this woman's child died in the night; 

becauſe ſhe overlaid it. And ſhe aroſe 
at midnight, and took my ſon from 
beſide me, while thine handmaid ſlept, 


and 
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and laid it in her boſom, and laid oY 
dead child in my boſom. And when L 
roſe in the morning to, give my child 
ſuck, behold, it was dead; but when I 
had conſidered, it in the morning, be- 
hold, it was not my ſon which I did, 
bear. | And the other woman ſaid, nay; 
but the living is my ſon, and the dead, 
is thy ſon. And this ſaid, no; but the, 
dead 1s. thy ſon, and the living is my; 
ſon, Thus they ſpake before the King. 

Here was matter to exert human under- 
Nanding, how the young, king could 
poſſibly determine whether of theſe two 
women were the child's mother! See 
the wiſdom of God, in Solomon, to clear 
this affair from obſcurity, and. expoſe. 


| 10 12 
the impoſtor—* ſaid the king, the, 
| One 


lach, nay, but thy ſon is the dead, and 
my fon is the living. And the king 
faid, bring me a ſword. 4 E 

brought a ſword before the king. And 
the king ſaid, divide the wing child in 
two, and give half to the one, and half 
to the other. Then ſpake the 5 


whoſe the living child was me e 


king (for her bowels yearned upan ber 
ſon) and the ſaid, O my Lond, give her 
the living child, and in ne wife Ray it. 
But the other faid, let it be neither mine 
nor thine, but divide it. Then the king 
anſwered and faid, Give her the Tving 
child, and in no wiſe ſlay it :—fhe is the 


er thereof. And all Urael heard 


. „ 
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one faith, this: is my fon that liveth; 
and thy fon is the dead ; and the other 
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of · the judgment which the king had 


judged, and they: Feared-the king: for 
they + faw that the wiſdom. of God was 
in him to do judgment. Solomon knew 


at once to diſcover the true mother; 


that her compaſſion, affection, and fear 


5 for her child, would be. its ſtrong indi. 


cative, as her earneſt ſolicitation to the 


judge, King Solomon, would indubitably 
clear, O, my Lord, give her the child, 


and in no wiſe flay it.“ Horrour muſt 


have ſeized every perſon prefent, ex- : 
petting to behold the execution; as 
alſo muſt the tranſitive to Joy" on. 1 ſo un- 
. expected a deciſion, 


To the inſtances in the e of 
ſacred writ, might be adduced: countleſs | 
ones in profane hiſtory :—For example, 
„„ — oO 
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the Emperor Claudian difcovered a wor 
man to be the mother of a young man, 


r Y 0 5 : 9 8 a 8 
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whom ſhe would not own for her ſor. * 
He commanded her to be married to” 
him, when a thought of the unnatural 


- 1 
n 


3 


1 


connection obliged her to declare the 
truth. —Ariopharnes, in like manner, 
king of the Thracians, to ſetile the 
diſturbance of three men, who all pre- 
tended to be the ſons of the king of the 
Cimmerians, each claiming the ſueceſ- 
ſion, ordered each man to ſhoot his 
arrow into the dead king's body, which 
one of chem refuſing to do, he was 
deemed the lawful claimant If to this 
it be objected, that the man: who did 
not ſhoot his. arrow at the dead king's 
body, might forbear to do it in common * 
i reſpect 
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212 EARLY WISDOM. 
reſpect to any dead human body ;—or 
to obtain @ crown;—the ſenſibility in 
xe firſt objection is to be admired, and 
he readineſs of imagination in the 
ſecond. But take the queſtion, why 
were the other men aduated by fo dif- 


* 


ferent motive? If this be hard 10 fe- 
ſolye, nature will readily allow, chat the 


men who eagerly ſhot their arrous into 


dead king's body, betrayed no filial 
or kipdree affectipn to it, or childs 
e ee __ pods 


Ds and quettioning, be it remem- 


1 of God ;—that 
rom ſmall 


cauſes ; 


DARLY wrsDom. arg 
ds that innocence has often much 
impreſſive incident to n her 
cauſe, however obſcure; hes. adverfury 
for wiſe ends is frequently off guard 
apt to be ſelf. condemned, as title ar. 
ſation ſtrikes mach con victive terrour 


upon the gailty - Cicumſtances every! . 
day occur of the Omaiſcient auch Omi. 
preſent. vouchſafing, in his, univerſab 
providence, ſuch gracious intimation to 
fect 


hidden vice · deep - a d wicked 
neſs as would en 2 . 
tration. 3 1 412 ))))... 
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moſt happily unravelled; every, Ingo 
larly, diſcovered baſe aſſaſſir in; every vile 
5 plot, fruſt rated by a fortuitous circum. 
Rance ; every calamity, pending over 4 | 
nation; averted by extraordinary ſent. 
torial wiſdom, ſhew the merciful and 
benign extenſion of the Almighty Father 
of che Univerſe, to aſſiſt ſhort ſighted 
man. But, as the fathomer of the 
human underſtanding, Mr. Locke, ob. 
ſeryes, it is © uſeful-to know the extent 
of our comprehenſion * ſo, on inveſ. 
tigation, we ſhall find « our capacity 
| ſuited to our ſtate and concerns. For 
by. the former is, meant, not to enquire 
into things, beyond what human powers 
are in any degree proportionate and 
* the latter, to car to know 
« « yhatſoever 


« whatſoever Loa 5 6 for the's con- 
veniencies of and information of 


"= d 
RT. 'I . 


virtue,” 8 

To, pollels dach a power "of mind | 
as to form juſt. notions of things as 
they occur — as fairly to eſtimate the 
actions of human life, and gain the 
reſpect of ſociety by our uſefulneſs: - 
_ this is worth. .much endeavour, and, 
our tranſient. ſtate out of the queſtion, 
becoming us a beings, deſigned, and 
preparing for immortality. 18 05 

Youth being the ſeaſon: Fa to, 
learning, when the. memory welcomes 
every NEW, impreſſion, and inſcribes it 
on her tablet; from oblivion : the age 
when the buſy action ef the body; and 
juvenile ſports, ſubſerve to recreate and 
ſtrengthen. the mind, after. ſtudy,. to 
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216 EARLY WI son. 3 8 
engage freſh application ä 


anxieties do not obtrude; hen tem- 
perate diet, and the ardour of life, make 


early riſing no hardſhip, and, morning 
being dedicated to the mind, it per- 
forms us. taſk with | cafe; and even 
literary engagements amuſe dy : their a 
variety and fucveſſion:—ſuch being the 


portion of human life requiſite to etu 


dition, kbapleſs is the yourh to: whom 
is extended every literary aſſiſtance to 
cultivate his mind, if he not diligently 
uſe the valuable Seeg to become 
an ormment in his life, e 
What is the 


inſormed mind cannot purſe to at 


A Wade the 


EARLY WISDOM. if 
till the ground after the manner of 
his fore-fathers, with equal ſwccets, but 
to make improvements in agricufture, 
ſuggeſted by due reſtection, upon the 
effects nature produces by certain caufes, 
-» beyond his ability. A Seaman, not 
having learned the art of Navigation, 
cannot arrive at much nautical kill 
and eminence as it is expedient to 
be a thorough Soldier, to be ſkilled in 


military exerciſe, and know fortification 


and gunnery. Do we not frequently 
fmd to be the fucceffor to a lucrative 
buſineſs, one, whoſe education, a charity 
ſchool, and indeftry, have been his for- 


tune to ſuch advancement > To what 
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: the progreſs of education, which: has 
enlightened the minds of mechanical 


men? Can the ſtate in the arts to which 
this country has arrived, be but owing 
to her celebrated artiſts having much. 


ſtudied the ſciences; . 


F urther, to promote ben Wan 
ledge, it were pity but every ſon of 
genius of ſtrong propenſity to any par- 
ticular art or ſcience—were bred to 
it ;—that an inſtitution for. the Purpoſe 


were founded liberally to bring up ſuch 


youth, if their parent's. be in circum- 


ſtances unequal to do it, agreeable to 


their natural bent. For want of this 
ve frequently find perſons, of great ta- 


lents, ſtarving out of their ſpheres; or 
pining in anxious thought, to purſue a. 
particular 
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particular dictation of the mind, other 
employment being irkſome to imbitter 

| life, Some we obſerve ſtarting, when 
at liberty, from vocations, in which they 
had been fixed againſt ſtrong natural 

8 objection ; or at length forced theres 
from by misfortune; ! too commonly 
an attendant upon the unhappy being, 
acting as it were in fetters, wherewith 
he was ſhackled by the control of ano- 
ther's compulſive determination. If it 
be juſtly remarked of ſome youth, that 
they diſcover no tendency | to any par- 
ticular calling in ſuch caſes, the judg- 
ment of the parent muſt be exerted. 
But in others, where there be ſtrong 

indication and powers, evidently ſuited 

to ſome particular thing ſuch ſhould 
8575 oe + 
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be conſidered as election—volumary 
. which might be evil to the 


Sratified by a eee in one object 


of his deſire to place him in the world 
to his mind, he ſhortly diflikes,, and 


would forſake it for another —ſuch > 


will of inftability is much to be pitied, 
but little to be indulged; in cid 


tion. of his own hepwinck..” 11 <x an 


The mind which nature — 
a peculiar employment, as to fhew its 
turn before art can have "directed: an 
idea, fhould be ſuitabl treated have 


muh as . by domeſtic aver 
tion 
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tion be taught to know its own diſpo- 
{tion—thereon to obſerve and refle & 
by eaſy and juſt remark made to it on 
ſimple eccurrences;—and ſcholaſtically, 
other parts of education being made a 
ſecondary object, its talent ſhould be 
cultivated by every means of erudition 
chat can aſſiſt to bring it to ĩts poi 1 
The œconomy of nature thus frequently 


concentrates and directs the force of 


the whole power of an extraordinary 
human mind, to explore one ſeries of 
object: to trace her own inexhauſtible 
treaſures through the range of crea- 
tion. —or to draw diſcovery from art 
and ſcience. Elſe how had the world 
been ſupplied with all the great men of 
ancient and modern times, as bright 

| * luminaries. 
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luminaries, in every branch gf human 
knowledge, to enlighten it. Only the 
dawnings of ſuch information had been 
on earth, but for this ſingular exertion 
of ſtudy in each ſeparate claſs of litera- 
ture. As the mind is ſeldom known to 
attain high eminence in any ſcience, 


if it be engaged upon many. his is 
agreeable to common obſervation, and 
the frequent acknowledgment of ex- 
perience. 5 A 
Diſcoveries for man to wake are as 
inexhauſtible as his inſatiate thirſt of 
knowledge; which ſhould ſeem to be, 


in the goodneſs of infinite wiſdom, to 


gratify human reſearch. Men of every | 

ſucceſſive century have added, in ſome 

degree, to the knowledge of the former, 
= The 
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The preſent has to reckon o n diſcovery 
unknown to the paſt, as the future in 
equal probability will have to do over ; 
the preſent. Now, indeed, 18 fad. ra | 
conflagration threatening the deſtruction Z 
of happy government, than which, what 
can be more impediment to the progreſs 7 
of arts and ſciences. —The ſparks have 
been long kindling by the ill labour of 
pretention to adjuſt the rights of man- 

kind; by deluſive ſophiſtry, ardent to 
impoſe upon men the circumvention 
of falſe argument, and undermine their 
beſt intereſts :—to raiſe ſuch ſcepticiſm _ 
in the human mind, as brings it into 

ſuſpence about divine truths —fills it 

of univerſal doubt, eradicating there 


from the principles of religion. mm... 
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2 FARLY WISDOM. 
order to ros oe a depravity of mijn. 
ners; to conſtitute the will of d 
craey, or rude nature, to be wiſdom:— 
and the ſage philoſophy on which mo- 
ri ical governments are founded, and 
nde beſt protected mankind, from the 
enen. note N. 
The religious philoſopher, bya knows 
ledge of natural bodies—of their various 


affetions, motions, and operations 


of wm, As formed imo ſuch and fuck 
or determinate combinations is 
choreby, in more fincerity, led to adore 
infinite wiſdom : —preſumes not, there- 


on, to pry into his ways, paſt finding 


out —ſo to tranſgreſs the limits ſet to 
human enquiry. With Locke it in- 
veſtigates the human underſtanding, 


8 


EARLY WISDOM. my 
das a cure of ſcepticiſm and idle- 
neſs;“ with the anatomiſt, the wonder- 
ful mechaniſm of a human body; con- 
templates with Newton God's glory i in 
the heavens ; the divinity of a Tillotſon ' 
and a Secker, and the eminent ſup- 
porters of our church in the preſent 
day. But in every exertion to know- 
ledge—bumbly Maths as Boyle: a 


6 4 Whoſ: pious ſearch, 
"Abd the dark receſſes of his works, 
The great Creator _ 


Sees (not as the vain philaſophes) the 
fear of the Lord to be wiſdom, and' 
to depart from evil underſtanding j—iv 


* Locke on the Human Underſtanding. 
+ Thompſon's Seaſons. 


Q_ ſenſibly 


22 EARLY WISO. 
ſenſibly affected by the divine moſt 
eloquent oration to Job, « * Then the. 
Lord anſwered Job out of the whirlwind, 
and faid, who is this that darkeneth 
counſel by words without knowledge? 
Gird up now thy loins like a man; for 
L will demand of thee, and anſwer thou 
me. Where waſt thou when ] laid the 


foundations of the earth? Declare, if thou 
haſt underſtanding. „Ihe remaining 
part of this chapter is the Almighty's 
awful deſcription of Nature abaſh 


- #4, 
77777 de. 
* 8 8 . 
my | 8 al — 4 Ar * rr OP 


human preſumption. 
| Religious philoſophy, pious as moral 
_ learned, — not ill employed, as on 
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endeavour to pervert the underſtanding. 
to wicked purpoſes, but on eſſay to 
; | * Job XXXviIii. 


bring | 


222;wů Ys REA nt: M0» 
a : - 


D pi SE PRE 
ths ' * 


3 


— 


N —— * - Er "2 
r 
| | — 


4: 1 |. 
qt, 
5 q 
N ; 
4 
* 5 4 
5 J 
, 
— 4 1 
EW 
* 1 q 
+» W2 
_} > | 
SILLY ; 
1 
7320 4 
A F +: 
1 
1 24 3 
+ 
2 5 
14 
wg 1 4 
5 þ H 
24.8. # 7 
1 
1 4 
o . 1 
1 F 
4+ Wi 
4 [1 g 
— 4 
WT 1:3 + p 
$4 Foe þ 
1 v] f 5 * 
by 4 
94 of 1 
4 7 +1 
oor TE: ; F 
I 4 . 
19 1 
. 
15 ' 
1 . 
* * 
bt Et 1 
7 | 
TFT 
* 2 U 
DN * 4 
4 £5 
8 SF: 
q 8 , 
+ a 
4 17 
f 
U 7 
& j 
ay * F 
5 5 7 7 
ol 74 
i 1 
* 15 
IE - 
7 £ 
g 
+, 
? G 
= I +4 
8 2 
| 23+ 1 
1 7 | 
7 pl 
13 . G 
9 Þ 
A } 
JI, 72 Ls 
43% % 
4 -3F 1 
131 
141 L 
£47 
* 
ME: * 
21 
. £ 
3J*.-. 'M 
"eo | 
99 5 
123 BB 
” & | 
. 
. 8 
rh 
"279 
$33 | 
HF 1 
1 
1 
4 5 
3 
« * 
7 4 
45. Þ 
4 VB 
1 
ts * 
5 * 
2 4 
1 LY 
4 KB 
3s 
4 
I: > ll 
1 
4 J + { 3 
78 
3 : 
2 - 
. 3 
1 
3 * 
9 
0 4 
1 74 
-2 t 
1, A 
* i 
'S 
B 3 
= 
1 
1 
0+ "ft 
Vi 
U . 
1 
. 1 
4 * 
= 1 
7 . 
1 = 
18 
i 4.8 
4 . 
9 ; 
's 
_ 
y b 
13 
= 
EG - 
NL 
1 74 
4 4 Y 
43 & 4 
\ +2 
1 Pe 2 
* © . 
1 
2 5 5 $ 
i 3 
1 
1 
. "ſs 
1 
55 I 
E 
2 by 8 
_ 
"TEN 
l . 
1 
9 
5 114 
FF :: 
1 R 
1 
1 
. 6 . 
— _—_— 


EARLY WISDOM. 227. 


bring it to the knowledge of the truth; — 
to ſee the Almighty, in his creation, | 
to be, as he is, infinite in power:— 

intent to reform mankind—as it wiki 
have them be happier—teaches the ob- 
ſervance of divine ordinances and moral 
excellence—(not the preſent Gallic Ci- 


viſm.)—As the friend of man, it would 


protect all orders of ſociety in the un- 
diſturbed purſuit of their functions, be 
they ſacred or profane ;—in the ſecure 
poſſeſſion of legal property, be it leſs or 
more, — whether the bequeſt of friend- 
ſhip, or the lot of paternal inheritance;— 
whether the penſion to acknowledge 
virtue and learning, or the recompence 
attached to plain induſtry. It, keenly 
obſerving the feln prin- 

ciples, 


228 EARLY WIS POM. 
ciples, apt to actuate mankind, pro- 
pagates thoſe of philanthropy; —that 
meanneſs, in the ſupreme direction of 
events, is ill economy that the pureſt 
ſatisfaction to be reflected upon our- 
ſelves, is by the action of noble deeds 
by diffuſing happineſs to others, by 
being ever on the ſide of virtue, con- 
ſidering it as the cauſe of heaven. 


END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 
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